ZONING

CITY OF

LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS

This pamphlet is a reprint of Appendix A, Zoning; of the Code of Ordinances
of the City of Lowell, Massachusetts, published by order of the City Council.

MUNICIPAL CODE CORPORATION

C Tallahassee, Florida 1987






Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

*Editor’s note—Printed herein is the zoning ordinance of the city formerly codified as Chapter 31 in the Code of Ordinances.
The source of this appendix is the pamphlet compiled by the city entitled “Lowell Zoning Code” certified as a true copy of th
Zoning Code of the City of Lowell in effect on October 25, 1982, and supplemented through March 22, 1984. All ordinances
amending the zoning code since March 22, 1984, have been included in the appropriate sections and are indicated in the history
notes immediately following the amended sections. The absence of a history note indicates the section remains unchanged from th
pamphlet. Style and capitalization have been made uniform. Obviously misspelled words have been corrected without notation.
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Article 1. In General

Title “Lowell Zoning Code.”

Definitions.

Purposes of chapter.

Applicability of chapter.

Interpretation of chapter.

Effect of chapter on covenants, agreements, etc.
Districts—Established; enumerated.

Same—Boundaries.

Zoning map.

Permits and licenses to comply with chapter.

Reasons for refusal of permit to be stated in writing.
Filing of plans, specifications, etc., with application for permit.
Construction under permits issued prior to amendment of chapter.
Alteration, enlargement, etc., of nonconforming use in business or
industrial district.
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Lot frontage; reduction of lot area.

Nonconforming uses, buildings, etc.

Accessory uses.
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Enforcement of chapter.

Proceedings to prevent, correct, etc., violations of chapter.
Right of entry of inspector of buildings.

Penalty for violation of chapter.

Article I1. Use Regulations

District uses.
Table of use regulations.

Words added for clarity have been inserted in brackets [ 1.

Cross references—Planning board established, § 2-91 et seq.; advertising, Ch. 3; animals, Ch. 4; buildings and building
regulations, Ch. 5; swimming pool regulations, § 5-46 et seq.; fire protection and prevention, Ch. 8; garbage and refuse, Ch. 9;
health and sanitation, Ch. 10; throwing or depositing litter prohibited, § 10-67; licenses and business regulations, Ch. 11; adult
entertainment establishments regulated, § 11-36 et seq.; motor vehicles and traffic, Ch. 13; traffic regulations for specific sreets, §

13-81 et seq.; parks and recreation, Ch. 14; utilities, Ch. 18.
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ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL

Sec. 31-0. Title “Lowell Zoning Code.”

This ordinance, ordained in accordance with
the provisions of Chapter 40A of Mass. General
Laws shall be known as the “Lowell Zoning Code.”

Sec. 31-1. Definitions.

For the purpose of this chapter, certain words
and terms are hereby defined. The definitions set
forth in the state building code of the city are also
applicable, where appropriate, with respect to words
and terms not defined herein. Words used in the
present tense include the future; the singular num-
ber includes the plural and the plural the singu-
lar; the word “lot” includes “plot”; the word “build-
ing” includes “structure”; the word “occupied”
includes the words “designed, arranged or intended
to be occupied.” Where the verb “use” is employed,
it shall be construed as if followed by the words
“or is intended, arranged, designed, built, altered,
converted, rented or leased to be used”’; the word
“shall” is mandatory and not directory. However,
all definitions must be in conformity with Chap-
ter 803 of the Acts of 1975 and 40A M.G.L.A,, as
amended.

Abandoned use: A use which has been discon-
tinued for twenty-four (24) consecutive months.

Accessory building: A building devoted exclu-
sively to a use subordinate to the principal use
and, customarily, incidental to the principal use
of the lot.

Accessory sign: A sign which is subordinate to
the principle use and customarily incidental to,
and on the same lot as, the principle use.

Accessory use: A use subordinate to the princi-
pal use, and customarily incidental to, and on the
same lot as the principal use.

Banner: A temporary or permanent sign made
of a fabric or fabric-like material which may be
free-hanging or attached at all corners.

Build: 'The word “build” shall include the words
“erect,” “‘construct,” “alter,” “enlarge,” “modi-
fy,” “excavate,” *“‘fill,” and any others of like
significance.
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Building: The word “building” shall include
the word “structure” unless the context unequiv-
ocally indicates otherwise. “Building” shall also
mean any three-dimensional enclosure by any build-
ing materials of any space for use or occupancy,
temporary or permanent, and shall include foun-
dations in the ground, also all parts of any kind of
structure above ground except fences and field or
garden walls or embankment retaining walls.

Building code: Building code herein shall refer
to the Massachusetts State Building Code.

Building height: The vertical distance of the
highest point of the roof beam in the case of a flat
roof and of the mean level of the highest gable of
a sloping roof as measured from the mean ground
level along all elevations of a building.

Cornice: The exterior trim of a structure at the
meeting of a roof and a wall.

Duwelling, attached: A dwelling unit designed
for or occupied as a residence and separated from
another dwelling unit on one (1) or more sides by
a vertical party wall.

Duwelling, detached: A building designed for or
occupied as a residence and separated from any
other building except accessory buildings by side
yards.

Duwelling, multifamily: A building containing
three (3) or more dwelling units, and wherein
units may be located on more than one (1) floor.

Duwelling, one-family: A detached dwelling, other
than a mobile home designed for or occupied by
one (1) family.

Duwelling, two-family: A freestanding building
designed, or intended exclusively for residential
use, containing two (2) dwelling units, each fam-
ily occupying a single-dwelling unit typically sit-
uated one (1) above the other but may also be two
(2) attached dwelling units.

Duwelling unit: Any room or suite of rooms form-
ing a habitable unit for one (1) family with its
own cooking and food storage equipment and its
own bathing and toilet facilities and its own liv-
ing, sleeping and eating areas wholly within such
room or suite of rooms.

Facade: The exterior face of a building which is
treated in an architectural fashion.
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Family: An individual, or two (2) or more indi-
viduals related by blood, marriage, or adoption
living together, or not more than four (4) individ-
uals not related by blood, marriage, or adoption
living together.

Flashing sign: An illuminated sign in which
the artificial light is not maintained in a station-
ary or constant intensity.

Floor area, gross:

(1)__The_sum, in square feet, of the grosshori- _________ outside of a principal building.

zontal areas of all the floors of a building,
as measured from the exterior faces of the
exterior walls or centerlines of walls sepa-
rating two (2) buildings, including:

a. Roofed porches and balconies, whether
enclosed or unenclosed, and unroofed
porches and balconies, whether enclosed
or unenclosed, and unroofed porches
and balconies above the second floor.
Elevator shafts and stairwells on each
floor.

Attic space, whether finished or unfin-
ished, except as hereafter excluded.
Interior balconies, mezzanines and
penthouses.

Basement and cellar areas not devoted
exclusively to uses accessory to the op-
eration of the building.

2)

The following areas are excluded from the
gross areas:

a. Areas used for parking garages, acces-
sory parking or off-street loading pur-
poses.

Basement and cellar areas devoted ex-
clusively to uses accessory to the oper-
ation of the building.

Open or lattice-enclosed exterior fire
escapes, and unroofed porches and bal-
conies and no higher than the second
floor.

Attic space and other areas for eleva-
tor machinery or mechanical equipment
accessory to the building.

Floor area ratio: The ratio of gross floor area of
a structure to the total area of the lot.
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Home occupation:

(1) An activity customarily carried on by the
permanent residents of a dwelling unit, in-
side the dwelling unit, requiring only cus-
tomary home or hobby-type equipment, and
not involving:

a. The sale of articles produced elsewhere
than on the premises for the purpose of
sale.

b. The storage of materials or products

c. The making of external structural al-
terations which are not customary in
residential buildings.

d. The production of offensive noise, vi-

bration, smoke, dust, or other particu-
late matter, heat, humidity, glare or
other objectionable effects.

(2) Home occupations include but are not lim-

ited to:
a. Fine arts studios.
b. Dressmaking.

¢. Teaching of not more than four (4) pu-
pils simultaneously or, in the case of
musical instruction, of not more than

a single pupil at a time.

(3) Home occupations do not include such uses
as:
a. Barbershops, beauty parlors.
b. Funeral parlors.
c¢. Commercial stables or kennels.
d. Real estate or insurance offices.
e. Recognized professions.

Lintel: Is the horizontal support member across
the head of a door or window.

Lot: The whole area of a single parcel of land
with ascertainable boundaries in single or joint
ownership, undivided by a street, approved and
established by deed(s) or record, or a segment of
land ownership defined by lot boundary lines on a
land subdivision plan duly approved and recorded.

Lot area: The horizontal area of the lot exclu-
sive of any area in a public or private way open to
public use and exclusive of any land below the
high water line of any water body contained there-
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in. At least seventy (70) percent of lot area re-
quired for zoning compliance shall be land other
than wetland.

Lot area (L P.H.R. district): See section 31-35(b).

Lot coverage: The area of a lot covered by the
aggregate of the maximum horizontal cross-section
area of all buildings on a lot exclusive of cornices,
eaves, gutters, chimneys, bay windows, balconies
and terraces.

Lot frontage: A continuous line between side lot
lines measured along the edge of a street. On any
lot bounded on more than one (1) side by a street
or streets, frontage requirements shall apply for
at least one (1) of the abutting streets.

Lot line, front: A line dividing a lot from a
street.

Lot line, rear: Except for triangular lots, corner
lots, and such other lots, the lot line opposite the
front lot line.

Lot line, side: Any lot line not a front or rear lot
line.

Nonconforming structure: Any structure which
does not conform to the dimensional requirements
in this chapter or to the parking and loading
requirements of this chapter for the district in
which it is located; provided, that such structure
was in existence and lawful at the time the appli-
cable provisions of this or prior zoning ordinances
became effective.

Nonconforming use: A use of a building, struc-
ture or lot that does not conform to the use regu-
lations of this chapter for the district in which it
is located; provided, that such use was in exis-
tence and lawful at the time the applicable provi-
sions of this or prior zoning ordinances became
effective.

Open space, landscaped: The parts of a lot de-
signed and developed for pleasant appearance in
trees, shrubs, ground cover and grass, including
other landscaped elements, such as natural fea-
tures of the site, walks and terraces. Such space
shall not include roof tops or areas of lot used for
parking, access drives or other land-surfaced areas,
except walks, and terraces as noted above, de-
signed and intended for nonvehicular use. Such
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hard-surfaced walks and terraces shall not exceed
twenty-five (25) percent of the total required land-
scaped open space.

Open space, usable: The parts of a lot designed
and developed for outdoor use by the occupants of
the lot for recreation, including swimming pools,
tennis courts or similar facilities, for gardens or
for household service activities such as clothes
drying, which space is at least seventy-five (75)
percent open to the sky, free of automotive traffic
and parking and readily accessible by all those
for whom it is required. Open space shall be deemed
usable only if at least seventy-five (75) percent of
the area has a grade of less than eight (8) percent.

Parking garage or parking area, nonresidential:
A building, structure, lot or part of a lot designed
or used for the shelter or storage of commercial or
noncommercial motor vehicles used by the occu-
pants or users of a lot or lots devoted to use or
uses not permitted in a residence district, in which
space is available either to long-term or to tran-
sient or casual parkers.

Parking garage or parking area, residential: A
building, structure, part of a building or struc-
ture, lot or part of a lot designed or used for the
shelter or storage of noncommercial motor vehi-
cles used by the occupants or users of a lot or lots
devoted to a use or uses permitted in a residence
district and in which no space is rented for casual
or transient parkers.

Permanent sign: A sign intended to be used for
a period greater than thirty (30) days.

Planned unit development: A mixed use devel-
opment on a plot of land containing a minimum
of the lesser of sixty thousand (60,000) square feet
or (5) five times the minimum lot size of the zon-
ing district or as otherwise indicated in this Code,
in which a mixture of residential, open space,
commercial, industrial or other uses and a vari-
ety of building types to be allowed by special
permit as provided for in this Code.

Recognized profession: Architecture, engineer-
ing, law, medicine, dentistry or other activity in
which specialized services to clients are performed
by persons possessing a degree from a recognized
institution of higher learning demonstrating suc-
cessful completion of a prolonged course of spe-
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cialized intellectual instruction and study, and
possessing evidence of professional capability such
as membership in a professional society requiring
standards of qualification for admission or licens-
ing by the commonwealth.

Sign: A structure which consists of a device,
light, letter, word, model, banner, pennant, trade
flag, logo, insignia, or representation which ad-
vertises, directs, or announces a use conducted,
goods, products, services, or facilities available
which influence persons, or conveys information,
including_electric_signs, but-excluding-winde
displays or merchandise and signs which are in-
cidental to the displayed merchandise.

Sign, area of:

(1) For a sign, either freestanding or attached,
the area shall be considered to include all
lettering, wording and accompanying designs
and symbols, together with the background,
whether open or enclosed, on which they
are displayed, but not including any sup-
porting framework and bracing which are
incidental to the display itself.

(2) For a sign painted upon -or applied to a
building, the area shall be considered to
include all lettering, wording and accom-
panying designs or symbols together with
any background of a different color than

the natural color of the building.
3

For a sign consisting of individual letters
or symbols attached to or painted on a sur-
face, building, wall or window, the area
shall be considered to be that of the small-
est rectangle or other shape which encom-

passes all the letters and symbols.

Sign, on premises: Sign or other advertising
device which advertises or indicates only the per-
son occupying the premises on which it is located,
the merchandise for sale or the activity conducted
thereon.

Sill: The horizontal exterior member below a
window.

Special permit granting authority: The Board of
Appeals of the City of Lowell as defined in section
31-26 of the Lowell Zoning Code. Special permits
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for signs shall be granted by the board of appeals
with a recommendation from the division of plan-
ning and development.

State Building Code (S.B.C.): S.B.C. shall refer
to the Massachusetts State Building Code and
include building code.

Street: The right-of-way, including sidewalks,
of a public way, or private way open to public use,
used or intended for use by automobile traffic,
including highways, parkways, alleys, courts and
squares used or intended for this purpose, to which

ewners-of-abutting-tand-have-aright-of access:

Temporary sign: A sign intended to be used for
a period of thirty (30) days or less.

Terrace: A paved surface on grade intended for
private or shared use between residences. Not
included are porches, decks or balconies.

Trailer: A highway vehicle designed, constructed
and equipped for use as a dwelling and which is
capable of being hauled or towed, or is self-propelled,
including any such vehicle so converted as would
make it immobile.

Use: The purpose for which land or a building
is arranged, designed or intended, or for which
either land or a building is or may be occupied or
maintained.

Wetland: That area of land which may not be
excavated or filled as of right and is subject to
federal, state, county or town regulations govern-
ing lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, fresh water swamps
and other wetlands features as identified by the
Wetland Protection Act, as determined by the
conservation commission or D.E.Q.E.

Yard, front: The yard extending across the full
width of the lot and lying between the front street
line, or the building line and the nearest part of a
building.

Yard, rear: The yard extending across the full
width of the lot and lying between the rear line of
the lot and the nearest part of a building.

Yard side: The yard between the side line of
the lot and the nearest part of a building and
extending from the front yard to the rear yard, or
in the absence of either such yards, to the front or
rear lot line, as may be.

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-1, 1-27-87)



Sec. 31-2. Purposes of chapter.

The purposes of this chapter are to promote the
health, safety, convenience, morals, and general
welfare of the city; to encourage the most appro-
priate use of land throughout the ¢ity; to prevent
overcrowding of the land; to conserve the value of
the land and buildings; to lessen congestion in
the streets; to avoid undue concentration of popu-
lation; to provide adequate light and air; to facili-
tate adequate provisions for transportation, water,
sewage, schools, parks and other public require-
ments, and to preserve and increase the ameni-
ties of the city.

Sec. 31-3. Applicability of chapter.

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all
buildings, structures or land within the bound-
aries of the city.

Sec. 31-4. Interpretation of chapter.

In interpreting and applying the provisions of
this chapter, the requirements contained herein
are declared to be the minimum requirements for
the purposes set forth, and also, as further set
forth by Chapter 40A, M.G.L.A., as amended.

Sec. 31-5. Effect of chapter on covenants,
agreements, etc. ,

This chapter shall not nullify the more restric-
tive provisions of covenants, agreements or other

ordinances or laws, but shall prevail notwithstand:-

ing such provisions which are less restrictive.

Sec. 31-6. Districts—Established; enumerated.

For the purpose of this chapter, the city is hereby
divided into six (6) types of residential, four (4)
types of commercial and four (4) types of indus-
trial districts as follows:

Residence S1 District—S1—Single-Family Dwellings
Residence S2 District—32—Single-Family Dwellings
Residence TF District—TF—Two-Family Dwellings

Residence UM2 District—UM2—Urban Multifam-
ily Dwellings

Residence SM2 District—SM2—Suburban Multi-
family Dwellings

Residence M3 District—M3—Multifamily Dwellings
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Business B1 District—B1—Local Business
Business B2 District—B2—Limited Business
Business B2A District—B2A—Intermediate Business
Business B3 District—B3—General Business

Industrial TA District—TA—Warehousing, Storage
and Light Manufacturing ‘

Industrial IB District—IB—Heavy Industry
Industrial IP District—IP—Industrial Parks

Industrial IPHR District-—IPHR—Industrial Park
High Rise
(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-6, 1-27:87)

Sec. 31-7. Same--Boundaries.

The boundaries between districts are as shown
on the zoning map. Where uncertainty exists with
respect to the boundaries of the various districts
as shown on the map, made a part of this chapter,
the following rules shall apply: -

(1) Where the district boundary is a street or
waterway, the boundary line shall be the
centerline of the street or waterway.

(2) Where the boundary line is indicated ap-
proximately parallel to the street, it shall
be taken as parallel thereto and unless oth-
erwise indicated, one hundred (100) feet dis-
tant from the nearest street line. If there is
any variance between the scaled distance
from the boundaries to the street line and
the distance as marked in feet upon the

.map, the latter shall govern.

Where the districts designated on the map
are bounded by lot lines, the lot lines shall
be construed to be the boundary lines, un-
less they are otherwise indicated on the
map.

3)

Where a boundary line between districts
divides a lot in single ownership upon the
effective date of this ordinance or upon the
effective date of any amendment changing
the boundaries of one (1) of the districts in
which the lot lies, the regulations control-
ling the more restrictive part of such lot
shall be applicable to as much of the lot
within the less restrictive part of such lot
as lies within twenty-five (25) feet of the
district boundary.

@)
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(5) When a lot in one (1) ownership is situated
part in the city and part in an adjacent city
or town, the regulations and restrictions of
this chapter shall be applied to that por-
tion of such lot as lies in the city in the
same manner as if the entire lot were situ-
ated therein.

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-7, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-8. Zoning map.

The boundaries of each of the districts are hereby

Map of the City of Lowell, April 6, 1966, as or
hereafter amended, which map is made a part of
this chapter. The zoning map and all boundaries,
notations and other data shown thereon are made
by this reference as much a part of this chapter as
if fully described and detailed herein. The map
shall be in the custody of the city clerk but filed
in the office of the department of code and inspec-
tions. All changes in zoning districts or otherwise
shall be reflected by proper zoning map changes.

[The following is a list of the approved zoning
map amendments:]

No. Date

1. Between Dunbar Avenue and 11/30/66
Pawtucket Drive
FROM B2 TO S2

2. Create B2-A District north of Kirk  11/22/66
and French Streets

Description

3. Gorham and Weinback 7/25/67
EXTEND 1A INTO B1

4. Pawtucket Boulevard 6/11/68
B2 AND S1 TO 1P

5. Gorham and Moore 9/27/68
EXTEND B1 INTO M1

6. Village Street 12/17/68
S1 TO M3

7. Cross, Fletcher and Suffolk  6/11/69
Streets
M3 TO B1

8. First Street (VFW Highway) 11/26/69
M1 TO B1

9. Felker Street 12/31/69
52 TO M2

No.
10.

11.

12.

————established-as-shown-on-the-map-entitled-Zoning——13—Extension-along-Moody-Street-of
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.
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Description

Woburn Street and Route 495
S2 TO S1

Northern Canal across to and up
Merrimack Street
M3 TO B1

French Street—Arcand Drive and
Merrimack Canal
B1 TO B2-A

Date
3/31/71

1/26/72

1/26/72

B1 FROM PREVIOUS M3

Outer Westford Street
IP TO B2

Rogers Street to Tewksbury Line
IP TO B2

Park Street and Andover Street
S1TO M3

Central Street and Crosby Street
M2 TO B1

Hale-Howard
1,B1 ANDM2TO 1A, 2,M2TO
B1

Edwards
IB TO B2

Chelmsford and James Streets at
Lowell Connector
IA TO B2-A

East side of Chelmsford Street
at Chelmsford Town Line
IP TO IPHR

Elm Street south side, near Gor-
ham Street
M3 TO B1

Both sides of Outer Pawtucket
Boulevard
CHANGED IP TO IPHR

Market Street at Merrimack
Canal
FROM IA TO B3

Princeton Boulevard at Wood
FROM S-2 TO B-2

8/09/72

3/07/73

9/26/73

1/28/75

12/17/75

4/28/76

9/13/78

4/25/79

7/24/79

9/25/79

12/04/79



26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Description

Mammoth Road Stoddard
FROM M-2 TO B-1

Thorndike Street— YMCA
FROM M2 TO B3

Chelmsford Street—Burger King
FROM M2 TO B1

Chelmsford Street at James
FROM M2 TO TA (CORRECTION)

558 Gorham Street
FROM M-2 TO B-1

M-1 District
FROM ONE- OR TWO-FAMILY
TO MULTIFAMILY

Gorham and Elm Streets

'M:3TOB-1

Gorham, Locke and South Streets
M-3 TO B-1

Hildreth Street Elderly Housing
M-1 TO M-3 (CORRECTION)

Lawrence Street at Wamesit
Canal
IA TO M-3

Lawrence at State Street
IA TO M-1

Middlesex near Baldwin
I.BTO B-2 ANDB-2TO I-B

Gorham, Charles and Union
M-3 TO B-3

Pawtucket Boulevard
S-1 AND IPHR TO M-3

Chelmsford at Parker
M-2 TO B-1

East Merrimack Street
S-1 TO M-2

Pawtucket Boulevard and Var-
num Avenue
S-1, B-1 AND M-3 TO M-1

216 Nesmith Street
EXTEND M-2
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Date
4/29/80

4/29/80

7/22/80

12/05/80

6/23/81

9/22/81

10/27/81

10/27/81

12/23/79

3/26/81

1/27/82

1/27/82

5/26/82

7/13/82

7/27/82

1/25/83

8/23/83

9/27/83

§ 319

No. Description Date

44. Gumpus Road and Wellworth 12/06/83
Street
S-1 AND S-2 TO M-1

45. E. Merrimack at Nesmith Street 3/06/84
M-3 TO B-3

46. Acre Triangle 7/31/84
B-1TOM-3

47. Wamesit Hill 5/28/85
M-2 TO B-1

48. West Centralville 5/28/85
M-1TO S-1

49. First Street (Boulevard) 5/28/85
S-2 TO M-3

50. Moore Street 6/11/85
M-1TO B-1

51. W. Sixth Street at Ennell 10/01/85
M-2 TO B-1

52.  Rogers Street—Capitol Stores 12/10/85
EXTEND B-2 ZONE

53. 200 Market Street 12/10/85
EXTEND B-3 ZONE

54. Frenon Street Ext. at Post Of- 12/10/85
fice Square
EXTEND B-3 ZONE

55. Black Brook Area 12/10/85
M-2 TO S-1

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-8, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-9. Permits and licenses to comply with
chapter.

The inspector of buildings shall not grant a
permit for the construction or alteration of any
building or structure if such construction or al-
teration would be in violation of any of the provi-
sions of this chapter, whether by the applicant for
the permit or by any other party associated with
the property involved; nor shall any municipal
officer grant any permit or license for the use of
any building or land if such use would be in viola-
tion of any of the provisions of this chapter. No
building permit or certificate of occupancy or other
permit or license shall be issued for land or for a
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building or structure to be erected on land which
at the time of application is designated for the
provision of off-street parking, as required by this
chapter, unless such new construction or use shall
continue to make available the required number
of off-street parking spaces in addition to the off-
street parking facilities required for such new
construction or unless substitute parking facili-
ties which meet the requirements of this chapter
have been first provided.

mit_to
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alteration or enlargement of a nonconforming struc-
ture or the enlargement of a nonconforming use
in a business or industrial district provided, that
the conditions are met as set forth in section 31-14.

Sec. 31-14. Certificate of occupancy.

(a) No land shall be occupied or used, and no
building or structure erected or structurally al-
tered, shall be occupied or structurally altered,
shall be occupied or used, in whole or in part, for
any purpose until a certificate of occupancy has

be stated in writing.

Whenever a permit is refused, because of the
violation of some provision of this chapter, the
reason for such refusal shall be clearly stated in
writing within five (5) days.

Sec. 31-11. Filing of plans, specifications, etc.,
with application for permit.

Every applicant for a permit for any construc-
tion, alteration or use of any building or land for
which a permit is required by law shall file such
written information, plans, specifications or other
such.data as shall be deemed necessary by the
building commissioner for the full and accurate
exposition of the proposed construction, alteration
or use with relation to the regulations of this
chapter. Such material shall be kept on file in the
records of the office of the inspector of buildings.

Sec. 31-12. Construction under permits issued
prior to amendment of chapter.

A zoning ordinance or bylaw shall provide that

construction or operation under a building or spe- -

cial permit shall conform to any subsequent amend-
ment of the ordinance or bylaw unless the use or
construction is commenced within a period of not
more than six (6) months after the issuance of the
permit and in cases involving construction, un-
less such construction is continued through to
completion as continuously and expeditiously as
is reasonable.

Sec. 31-13. Alteration, enlargement, etc., of
nonconforming use in business or
industrial district.

The inspector of buildings shall issue a build-
ing permit and a certificate of occupancy for the
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been issued by the inspector of buildings stating
that the building and use comply with the provi-
sions of the chapter and the S.B.C. of the city in
effect at the time of issuance. No such certificate
shall be issued unless the building and its use
and its accessory uses and the uses of all premises
are in conformance with the provisions of this
chapter and of the S.B.C. at the time of issuance.
The certificate of occupancy shall be a separate
document from, and in addition to, any building
permit issued.

(b) A certificate of occupancy shall be required
for any of the following in conformity with S.B.C.
and M.G.L. Chapter 40A:

(1) Occupancy and use of a building hereafter
erected or structurally altered.

Change in use of an existing building to a
use of different classification.

@)

Change in character or the intensity of the
use of land.

6))

Change in use of a nonconforming struc-
ture or use.

“)

(¢) In all cases where a building permit is re-
quired, a certificate of occupancy shall be applied
for at the time of the application for a building
permit, and shall be issued within fourteen (14)
days after the lawful erection or alteration of the
building is completed if the proposed use of the
building is permitted by this chapter. In cases
where a building permit is not required, a certifi-
cate of occupancy shall be applied for prior to the
happening of any of the events specified in sub-
section (b) of this chapter, and shall be issued
prior to any such change of use. Such certificates
of occupancy shall be posted forthwith by the owner
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of the property in a conspicuous place on the prem-
ises involved for a period of not less than ten (10)
days after issuance and shall be available for inspec-
tion by any city agency thereafter.
(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-14, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-15. Special permits.

(a) [Purpose.] Certain uses are designated in
this chapter in section 31-32 (Table of Use Regu-
lations) as exceptions, requiring a special permit
(SP). The board of appeals may, in accordance
with Chapter 40A of the General Laws, as amend-
ed, grant special permits for such exceptions. A
special permit is a permit to use property for the
purpose specified and shall not waive, vary or
relax any provision of this chapter applicable thereto.
In acting upon special permits, the board shall
take into account the general purpose and intent
of this chapter and, in order to preserve commu-
nity values, may impose conditions and safeguards
deemed necessary to protect the surrounding neigh-
borhood, in addition to the applicable requirements
of this chapter.

(b) Site plan approval.

(1) Every applicant to the board of appeals for
a special permit as authorized by this chap-
ter in section 31-32 (Table of Use Regula-
tions) shall file with the board of appeals
an application for a site plan review and
pay such fees as the board of appeals shall
determine from time to time. A copy of said
application shall be provided to the plan-
ning board, the city engineer, the city clerk
and the conservation commission. The ap-
plication shall include the material listed
in “Contents of Plan” below [subsection (5)]
and shall include any conditional material
required by the rules of the board. The board
shall review the site plan and may grant
an exception by special permit subject to
the following conditions and safeguards. The
board for stated reasons may deny approval
of a site plan or may approve a site plan
without a finding of hardship. The applica-
tion shall be considered not submitted until
all the required materials are in the hands
of authorized persons of the board of ap-
peals, the planning board, the city engineer,
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the city clerk and the conservation com-
mission.

The site plan shall be subject to the follow-
ing conditions and the board shall make a
determination that the project meets these
conditions:

a. The site of the structures or uses is in
an appropriate location;

b. The use or uses when developed will
not adversely affect the neighborhood;

c. That ingress and egress for traffic flow
is designed properly so that there will
be no serious hazard to vehicles or
pedestrians;

d. That adequate parking facilities are
provided for each use and structure in
the development;

e. If a partial site plan is proposed for
one (1) building that will eventually be
part of a large development, then the
site plan must show the relationship
to the other proposed uses or structures
and to the total development. Subse-
quent site plans must be submitted for
each additional structure or complex
of buildings.

Before granting a special permit for a site
plan approval, the board shall hold a pub-
lic hearing within sixty-five (65) days of
the application date, notice of which shall
be given in a local newspaper once in each
of two (2) successive weeks with the first
publication to be not less than fourteen (14)
days before the date of hearing, and to own-
ers of all property abutting the proposed
development or land in the same owner-
ship or contiguous ownership, to all prop-
erty owners within one hundred (100) feet
of the proposed development, and to all prop-
erty owners deemed by the board to be af-
fected thereby. The board shall make a find-
ing within (90) days from the date of the
permit hearing.

If the board fails to issue its finding within
ninety (90) days, the site plan shall be deemed
approved and a special permit granted. The
board shall make a copy of the site plan,
the application and any other supporting
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material submitted, immediately available
to the office of the city engineer, the con-

servation commission, the city clerk and

the planning board (and they shall have an
opportunity to prepare written reports with
recommendations to be submitted to the
board, failure to submit written reports or
to give an oral report at the public hearing
shall not invalidate action by the board). A
favorable decision by the board shall re-
quire the votes of four (4) of the five (5)
members of the board.

k. The distance between buildings on the

same lot;

1. The percent of the lot* area covered by
the building(s);

m. The average finished grade of each
building;

n. The elevation above average finished
grade of the floor and ceiling of the
lowest floor of each building;

o. Topographical lines at two-foot intervals;

p. The use of designation of each build-
ing or part thereof, and of each section

6))

Contents of plan. Four (4) copies of the site
plan application and other data are required
to be submitted and shall contain the fol-
lowing data:

a. It shall be drawn at a scale of one (1)
inch equals twenty (20) feet unless an-
other scale is requested and found suit-
able by the board;

b. The plan shall be prepared by a regis-
tered land surveyor, professional engi-
neer or architect;

¢. The scale, date and north arrow shall
be shown,;

d. The plan shall be certified by the land
surveyor doing the boundary survey
and the professional engineer or archi-
tect on the location of the building(s)
setbacks, and all other required dimen-
sions, elevations, and measurements and
further that the plan be signed under
the penalties of perjury;

e. The corner points of the lot* and the
change of direction of lines to be marked
by stone monuments, cut in stone, stake
and nail, iron pin, or other marker,
and shall be so marked;

f. Lot* number, dimensions of lot* in feet,
size of lot in square feet, and width of
abutting streets and ways;

g. Easements within the lot* and abut-
ting thereon;

h. The location of existing and proposed
building(s) on the lot;

i. The dimensions of the existing and pro-
posed building(s) in feet;

j.  The distance in feet of existing and
proposed building(s) from the lot lines;
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of open ground, plaza, or useable roof
space;

q. Numbering of parking spaces;

r. Height of all buildings above average
finished grade of each;

s. Number of apartments, hotel rooms,
meeting rooms, and restaurant and the-
ater seats;

t. Total square feet of floor space for each
use;

u. Dimensions and size in square feet of
all landscape and recreation areas, and
‘depiction of materials to be used (grass,
five-foot shrubs, ete.).

*Refers also to series of contiguous lots under
single ownership.

(¢) Conditions and safeguards. In granting any
special permit the board may prescribe any con-
ditions and safeguards deemed necessary to pre-
vent nuisance and promote harmony within the
neighborhood. Such conditions and safeguards shall
include but not be limited to the following:

(1) Lot area;
(2) Front, side or rear yards;
(3) Height limitations;

(4) Screening, buffers or planting strips, fences
or walls;

(6) Modification of the exterior appearance of
the structure;

(6) Limitations upon the size, number of occu-
pants, method and time of operation, or
extent of facilities;



APPENDIX A—ZONING

(7) Consideration of number and location of
driveways, accessways, or other traffic fea-
tures, subject to the approval of the com-
missioner of public works;

(8) Off-street parking, lighting and loading

requirements.

The disregard of any condition or safeguard when
made part of the terms under which a special
permit is granted shall be deemed a violation of
this ordinance and shall warrant revocation of
the special permit by the board.

(d) Special permit requirements; adult enter-
tainment facilities. In addition to the requirements
and conditions for special permits as listed above,
the following conditions shall apply to adult en-
tertainment establishments:

(1) No adult entertainment establishment spe-
cial permit shall be granted if such pro-
posed location is within four hundred (400)
feet of another presently existing or per-
mitted adult entertainment establishment.

(2) No permit shall be granted for an adult
entertainment establishment in an area oth-
erwise properly zoned if any portion of the
specific location is within four hundred (400)
feet of the following zoning districts: S-1,
S-2, M-1, M-2, M-3.

(Ord. No. 18-1985, § 2, 11-19-85; Ord. No. 2-1987,
§ 31-15, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-16. Variances.

(a) Variances can only be granted in accord-
ance with the provisions of Chapter 40A of Mas-
sachusetts General Laws as amended.

(b) Application for variances can only be filed
by the owner of the land or buildings, or a duly
authorized representative (written authority to
be left with application).

(c) A variance for a change of use cannot be
granted by the board of appeals. Any petition
submitted to the board of appeals to vary use of
land or buildings beyond the use allowed in any
zoning district shall be construed as a petition for
rezoning and the board of appeals shall be with-
out authority to hear the same. Any application
or petition for use variance shall not be accepted
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but shall be returned to the applicant with a stamped
endorsement signed by the clerk of the board as
follows: APPLICATION REQUESTS USE VARI-
ANCE AND CANNOT BE ACCEPTED.

(d) If the application for a variance does not
conflict with the foregoing prohibition, variances
can only be granted by the board of appeals if
they [it] find{s] that owing to circumstances relat-
ing to soil conditions, shape or topography of land
and especially affecting such land but not affect-
ing generally the zoning district in which the
land is located and a literal enforcement of the
provisions of the zoning code would involve sub-
stantial hardship to the petitioner or appellant
and relief can be granted without substantial det-
riment to the public good and without nullifying
or derogation from the intent and purpose of this
zoning code.

(e) The board of appeals must find all these
prerequisites before it can consider granting a
variance. A failure to establish any one (1) of
them is fatal. (Further statements of the above
follow for clarification.)

() The board of appeals is authorized to grant
a variance from zoning by-laws only if each of the
following jurisdictional conditions precedent exist:

(1) Special hardship: *“. . . owing to circumstances
relating to the soil conditions shape or to-
pography of such land or structures and
especially affecting such land or structures
but not affecting generally the zoning dis-
trict . ..”

(2) Public good: *... desirable relief may be
granted without substantial detriment to

the public good .. .”
3

Intent of zoning satisfied: **. . . without nul-
lifying or substantially derogating from the

intent of zoning . . .”

(g) The board of appeals may impose conditions,
safeguards and limitations, including the contin-
ued existence of any particular structures but not
excluding any conditions, safeguards or limitations
based upon the continued ownership of the land
or structures to which the variance pertains by
the applicant, petitioner or any owner.

(h) If the rights authorized by a variance are
not exercised within one (1) year of the date of
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grant of such variance they shall lapse, and may
be reestablished only after notice and a new hear-
ing pursuant to this section.

(i) Any rights granted by a variance shall exist
in accordance and be subject to Chapter 40A of
the Zoning Act, as amended.

() The board shall cause to be made a detailed
record of its proceedings indicating the vote of
each member upon each question, or if absent or
failing to vote, indicating such fact, and setting
forth clearly the reason or reasons for its-decision
and-of-its—official-actions;-copies-of-all-of-which
shall be filed within fourteen (14) days in the
office of the city or town clerk and shall be a
public record; and notice of the decision shall be
mailed forthwith to the petitioner, applicant or
appellant, to the parties:in interest designated in
section 11 of Chapter 40A and to every person
present at the hearing who requested that notice
be sent to him and stated the address to which
such notice was to be sent. Each notice shall spec-
ify that appeals, if any, shall be made pursuant to
section 17 of Chapter 40A and shall be filed within
twenty (20) days after the date of filing of such
notice in the office of the city clerk. If the board
fails to comply with the foregoing, any decision
given to the city clerk shall be invalid and void
and should not be recorded by the city clerk.

(k) In all cases, applicants for a variance shall
at the time of application submit material, maps
or plans or other information required by the board
to aid in making a sound decision. The applica-
tion shall be considered not submitted until all
requirements for submission are met.

(1) Copies of the application and any materials
submitted shall be transmitted forthwith to the
planning board to allow the planning board to
consider the effect of request on planning objec-
tives for Lowell and shall send a report and rec-
ommendation to the board of appeals.

(m) Any failure to properly notify said parties
of interest shall invalidate any further action by
the board of appeals.

(n) No petition for variance which has been
unfavorably acted upon by the board of appeals
shall be considered by the board of appeals within
two (2) years after the date of such unfavorable
action.
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(o) The granting of leave to withdraw after an
application for variance has been advertised for a
public hearing before the board of appeals, shall
be considered as constituting unfavorable action.
(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-16, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-17. Procedure for amending chapter
and zoning map.

(@) The city council may from time to time amend
this chapter or a district boundary indicated upon
the zoning map in the manner prescribed by Chap-

thereto.

() A person making application to the city council
for a zoning change in accordance with this amend-
ment, shall prepay to the city clerk at the time of
filing of such application, such fee as may be
required by the city clerk.

Sec. 31-18. Applicability of chapter to exist-
ing buildings, uses, etc.

Incorporated herein by reference is Chapter 40A,
section 6, of M:G.L.A., as amended.

Sec. 31-19. Lot frontage; reduction of lot area.

(a) No building or addition to an existing build-
ing shall be erected on a lot which does not meet
the lot frontage requirements stated in section
31-34 (Table of Dimensional Requirements).

(b) No lot shall be changed in size or shape so
that the height, area, yard or off-street parking
and loading requirements herein prescribed are
no longer satisfied. This paragraph shall not apply
where a portion of a lot is acquired for a public
purpose. This paragraph shall not apply in regard
to lot size, lot width and side yards in the event of
sale of an individually owned semidetached or
attached dwelling unit.

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-19, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-20. Nonconforming uses, buildings, etc.

(a) Any nonconforming structure or use which
existed at the time of the first passage of the
applicable provisions of this or any prior ordinance
or any amendment thereto may be continued or
changed to be conforming, but when so changed,
it shall not be made nonconforming again.

ter-40A, of the.General Laws.and.all amendments_ =
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(b) Building permits and certificates of occupancy
for the alteration or enlargement of a nonconform-
ing structure or use may be granted when all of
the following conditions are met:

(1) The alteration of a nonconforming struc-
ture, or the enlargement of a nonconform-
ing use is not in further violation of the
dimensional requirements in article III or
of the off-street parking and loading require-
ments in article IV for the district in which
such structure or use is located.

The nonconforming structure or use is not
increased in area or volume by more than
twenty-five (25) percent since it first became
nonconforming.

@)

(3) The nonconforming use is entirely within
the structure when located in a residence
district.

(4) Certificates of occupancy shall be issued by
the building commissioner when the board
of appeals authorizes the substitution of
one (1) nonconforming use for another. The
board may authorize such substitution when
the new nonconforming use is substantially
the same as the last former nonconforming

~ use such as one (1) type of retail store for
another type, a restaurant for a lunchroom,
a beauty parlor for a barbershop, etec., and
the new use is no more detrimental to the
neighborhood than the last one.

Nonconforming structures or uses may not
be altered or expanded other than in man-
ner provided by this Code or the state zon-
ing act, Chapter 40A.

®

(¢) If a nonconforming structure or use shall
have been destroyed or damaged by fire, explo-
sion or other catastrophe, such building or use
may be rebuilt or restored and used again as
previously. Such rebuilding or restoring shall be
completed within twelve (12) months after such
catastrophe, and the building as restored shall
not be greater in volume, lot coverage, or floor
space, and if the yard requirements are not met
shall not extend further into the required yards,
tharn the original nonconforming structure.
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(d) A nonconforming use of a structure or land
which has been abandoned shall not thereafter be
returned to a nonconforming use. A nonconform-
ing use shall be considered abandoned when the
premises have been devoted to another use, or
when the intent of the owner or tenant to discon-
tinue the use is apparent, or when the noncon-
forming use has been discontinued for a period of
time as defined under abandoned use, section 31-1,
or when the characteristic equipment and furnish-
ings of the nonconforming use have been removed
from the premises and have not been replaced by
similar equipment within the period of time as
defined under abandoned use, section 31-1.

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-20, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-21. Accessory uses.

(@) An accessory use shall be permitted but only
on the same lot as the building or use to which it
is accessory, except as provided in article IV, sec-
tion 31-40.

(b) Customary home occupation (as defined in
this ordinance).

- (¢) In all districts, the renting of rooms or the
furnishing of table board by a resident family to
not more than three (3) nontransient roomers or
boarders shall be considered as an accessory use
provided no separate cooking facilities are main-
tained, and no sign or nameplate is displayed.

(d) Provisions of a garage or parking space for
occupants, employees, customers, or visitors shall
be considered as an accessory use, provided that
where accessory to residential uses in Residence
S1 and S2 districts such garage or parking space
shall be limited to the accommodation of five (5)
passenger vehicles, or two (2) passenger vehicles
for each dwelling unit, whichever is greater. The
storage of any unregistered vehicle and/or repair
of a vehicle is prohibited unless otherwise per-
mitted by the respective use district.

(e) In multifamily dwellings, hospitals, or ho-
tels with more than thirty (30) sleeping rooms, a
newsstand, barbershop, dining room or similar
service for occupants thereof, when conducted and
entered only from within the building and no
signs or advertising devices thereof are visible
from outside the building, shall be considered as
an accessory use.
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() In any district, the total area of uses acces-
sory to the principal use, may not occupy more
than twenty-five (25) percent of the floor area in a
main building, and the total area of uses or build-
ings accessory to the principal use except for park-
ing facilities and driveways may not occupy more
than fifteen (15) percent of the entire area of the
lot. In residence districts, an accessory building
shall not be located nearer than ten (10) feet to
the principal building or nearer than five (5) feet
to any side or rear lot line or nearer to the front
lot line than the minimum setback in the zoning
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(1) Sign types.

a.

Address sign: One (1) sign displaying
the street number or name of the oc-
cupant of the premises, or both.

1. Such sign may include identifica-
tion of an accessory professional
office or customary home occupa-
tion (as defined in section 31-1 of
Lowell City Code).

2. Such sign may be attached to the
building or may be on a rod or

district in which it is located.

(g) The commissioner-of buildings may grant a
permit for a temporary building or use incidental
to a building development, which does not comply
with the provisions of this ordinance, where rea-
sonably required for such development. Such per-
mit may be issued for an initial period of not
more than one (1) year. In the case of a building,
the application shall be accompanied by a bond
and bill of sale to the city, effective in case the
building is not removed prior to the expiration of
the permit. Permits may be renewed by the com-
missioner of buildings for successive periods of
not more than one (1) year each, not to exceed a
total of three (3) years.

(h) In a residence district, an accessory use shall
not involve the maintenance of a stock-in-trade or
the use of signs, illumination, show windows or
displays, either exterior or interior, except such
signs as are permitted by this ordinance.

(i) No accessory building shall be used as a
dwelling except in an industrial district for the
accommodation of a night watchman or janitor.

() An accessory building in a residence district
shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet in height above
the ground level.

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-21, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-22. Signs.

No signs or advertising devices of any kind or
nature shall be erected on any premises or affixed
to the outside of any structure except as specifi-
cally permitted in the following:
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post not more than four (4) feet
high, and at least three (3) feet in
from street line.

3. Such sign may not exceed two (2)
square feet in area.

4. Sign must be stationary and not
contain any motorized moving parts.

Awning sign: A sign painted on or at-

tached to a moveable metallic frame,

of the hinged roll or folding type, which
may have a covering either combusti-
ble or incombustible [noncombustible].

1. Such sign must be painted on or
attached flat against the surface
of, but not extending beyond or at-
tached to the underside.

2. Letters shall not exceed ten (10)
inches in height.

3. A minimum clearance above side-
walk level of seven (7) feet must
be allowed for pedestrian clearance.

Billboard: An off-premises sign controlled

by the outdoor advertising board, which

" is used for the display of printed or

painted advertising matter. No off-
premises billboard, sign or advertising
device shall be erected or maintained
unless the height, setback and illumi-
nation requirements set forth herein
are met and unless a permit therefor
has been granted by the outdoor ad-
vertising authority in accordance with
sections 29 through 33 of Chapter 92
of the General Laws, as from time to
time amended, and such permit is valid
and outstanding.

Community directory sign: An accessory
bulletin or announcement board describ-
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ing the location of event of a commu-

nity service organization, institution,

or public facility.

1. Such sign shall not exceed twenty
(20) square feet in total area.

2. One (1) such sign for each prop-
erty is allowed, unless the street
frontage of said institution exceeds
one hundred (100) feet, then one
(1) sign for each hundred (100) feet
is allowed but in no event more
than three (3) such signs.

3. No such sign may be located nearer
to a street line than one-half the
depth of the required front yard.

Contractor sign: An off-premises sign

identifying the contractor’s name, ad-

dress, and other pertinent information.

1. Such sign may not exceed twenty
(20) square feet.

2. Such sign may be maintained on
the building or structure only for
the interim of construction and not
exceeding fifteen (15) days follow-
ing the completion of said construc-
tion.

3. Failure to remove said sign within
time period stated shall be removed
by the inspector of buildings at the
expense of the owner.

“For Sale” or “For Rent” signs: An

on-premises sign advertising the prop-

erty being sold or rented.

1. Such signs shall not exceed six (6)
square feet.

2. Such signs shall advertise only the
property on which the sign is lo-
cated. »

3. A maximum of two (2) such signs
may be maintained on the prop-
erty being sold or rented.

Freestanding sign: A self-supporting sign

in a fixed location and not attached to

any building or structure.

1. Such sign shall have no more than
two (2) faces.

2. The area of each face shall not ex-
ceed thirty (30) square feet unless
there are three (3) or more uses on
the lot, then the area of each face
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shall not exceed fifty (50) square
feet.

3. The top of such sign may not ex-
ceed a height of twenty (20) feet
above grade.

4. A lot with a frontage of three hun-
dred (300) feet or more may have
two (2) such signs.

5. Such signs shall be erected so as
to not obstruct free [ingress or]
egress to or from any building or
public right-of-way.

6. Such signs shall be constructed en-
tirely of noncombustible materials.

7. There must be no exposed connect-
ing wires.

Illuminated sign: A sign that is artifi-

cially illuminated by means of electrici-

ty, gas, oil, or fluorescent paint.

1. Permits must be obtained for the
erection of illuminated signs within
the limitations set forth in this ar-
ticle for the location, size and type
of sign or outdoor display.

2. All electrically-illuminated signs
shall conform to the requirements
of the Massachusetts State Electri-
cal Code.

3. All illumination must be a contin-
uous external light, that is indi-
rect and installed in a manner
which will prevent direct light from
shining onto any street or adjacent
property. (Spot, track, overhang,
or wall lamps are acceptable).

4. Internally-illuminated signs will re-
quire a special permit by the spe-
cial permit granting authority.

5.  No form of illumination that is flash-
ing, moving, animated or intermit-
tent shall be allowed.

6. There must be no exposed connect-
ing wires.

Individual letters or symbols: Which are

attached to an awning, marquee, a roof,

building surface, wall, or signboard.

1. The area to be computed is that of
the smallest rectangle or other geo-
metric shape which encompasses
all of the letters or symbols.
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2. These letters or symbols shall not
project more than twelve (12) inches
from the building surface.

3. Letters and symbols shall not ob-
scure architectural features of the
building (including but not limited
to cornices, lintels, transoms) to
which the letters and symbols are
attached.

4. Such letters and symbols shall not
extend above the lowest part of the

Political signs: A sign designed to in-
fluence the action of voters for (i) the
passage or defeat of a measure; or (ii)
the election of a candidate for nomina-
tion or. election to public office at a
national, state or other local election.
A political sign is permitted as provided
in the table of allowed sign uses. The
regulations in this section apply to out-
door political signs only.

1. Such sign is permitted in any land

roof;~nor-beyond-the-ends-of-the—use-distriet-if-it-is-stationary,-un-

wall to which they are attached.

5. Sign size:

i.  Letters or symbols shall have
an aggregate area not exceed-
ing two (2) square feet for each
foot of building face parallel
or substantially parallel to a
street lot line. Where a lot
fronts on more than one (1)
street, the aggregate sign area
facing each street frontage shall
be calculated separately.

ii. Signs shall not be permitted
on building walls not parallel
or within forty-five (45) degrees
of parallel to the street, except
directional signs such as for
entrances or parking each not
exceeding three (3) square feet
in area.

Marquee signs: A sign painted on, at-

tached to, or consisting of an inter-

changeable copy reader, on a perma-
nent overhanging shelter which projects
from the face of a building.

1. Such sign may be painted on or
attached flat against the surface
of, but not extending beyond or at-
tached to the underside.

2. Letters or symbols shall not exceed
sixteen (16) inches in height.

3. A minimum clearance above side-
walk level of ten (10) feet must be
allowed for pedestrian clearance.

Painted wall signs: A permanent mural

or message painted directly onto a build-

ing surface. A special permit is required
from the special permit granting au-
thority.

lighted, temporary, and is not:

i.  Erected earlier than fifteen (15)
days before a primary and if a
candidate is defeated after nom-
ination he must remove his
signs in five (56) days and all
other political signs to be re-
moved five (5) days after the
election;

ii.  Attached to a utility pole, fence,
tree or other vegetation, or
upon a public right-of-way;

iii. Located closer than five hun-
dred (500) feet from a freeway
right-of-way;

iv.  So situated that the face of it
can be seen from a freeway
right-of-way; -

v. Erected in such a manner that
it will or reasonably may be
expected to interfere with, ob-
struct, confuse, or mislead
traffic;

vi.  Attached to any-structure (ex-
cept that such sign may be
displayed in a window).

2. Such sign may not exceed four (4)
square feet in area.

3. A maximum of two (2) signs per
lot is allowed. :

4. [Such sign] shall conform to politi-
cal sign and poster regulations
stated in the Lowell City Code.

Projecting signs: A permanent sign that

is hung at a ninety-degree angle from

the face of and affixed to a building or
structure and extends twelve (12) inches
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or beyond the building wall, structure

or parts thereof.

1. If flat, each face shall not exceed
sixteen (16) square feet.

2. The total area of a three-dimen-
sional sign shall be determined by
enclosing the largest cross-section
of the sign in an easily recogniz-
able geometric shape (rectangle, tri-
angle, parallelogram, circle, etc.)
and computing its area which shall
not exceed nine (9) square feet.

3. Such sign must be hung at right
angles, and shall not project beyond
a vertical plane of two (2) feet in-
side the curbline.

4. The bottom of said sign shall allow
a ten-foot pedestrian clearance from
sidewalk level.

5. The top of the sign may be sus-
pended in line with one (1) of the
following, whichever is the most
successful application of scale, lin-
ear continuity and visibility as de-
termined by the building inspector:
i. Suspended between the bottom

of sills of the first level of win-
dows above the first story and
the top of the doors or windows
of the first story; or

ii.  The lowest point of the roof of
a one-story building.

6. An additional permit is required
from the city council to erect signs
which overhang a public way.

7. All signs overhanging a public way
must be covered by an insurance
policy naming the City of Lowell
as coinsured and for such amounts
as shall be established by the city.

Public service sign: A sign located for

the purpose of providing directions to-

wards or indication of a use not readily
visible from a public street (e.g., rest-
rooms, telephone, etc.).

1. Such signs that are necessary for
public safety and convenience shall
not exceed four (4) square feet.

2. Such signs may bear no advertising.

1967
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3. Such signs are not included in com-
puting total sign area allowed.
Roof sign: A sign erected, constructed,
or maintained above the roof of a

building.

1. Roof signs are prohibited except
by special permit by the special
permit granting authority. Permit

" may be granted if it is the only
- feasible form of signing for that
establishment.

2. Such signs shall be constructed en-

tirely of metal or other approved

' ‘noncombustible materials except as
provided in section 1408.5 of the
state building code.

‘3. All wiring and tubing shall be kept

free and insulated therefrom.

4. Such signs shall be set back at least
three (3) feet from the face of the
outside wall.

Temporary sign: A sign intended to be

used for a period of no more than thirty

(30) days.

1. Temporary signs pertaining to spe-
cial sales or events may be displayed
‘in no more than thirty (30) percent
of the window area.

2. No permit is required for tempo-

" rary signs.

" 3. Temporary banner signs which

overhang a public way must be cov-
ered by an insurance policy nam-
ing the City of Lowell as coinsured
and for such amounts as shall be
established by the city.
Wall sign: A sign which is attached
parallel on the exterior surface of a

" building or structure.

1. A wall sign shall not project more
than fifteen (15) inches from the
“building surface.
2. The sign ‘shall not obscure archi-
" tectural features of the building
(including“but not limited to cor-
" nices, lintels, transoms) to which
thé sign is attached.

" 8. 'Such sign$ shall not exceed above

“ the lowest' point of the roof, nor
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beyond the ends of the wall to which

it is attached.

4. Sign size: :

1. Signs or advertising devices,
attached to the building shall
have an aggregate area not ex-
ceeding two (2) square feet for
each lineal foot of building face
parallel or substantially par-
allel to a street lot line. Where a
lot fronts on more than one (1)
street, the aggregate sign area

lowed if it were a single ground floor
use.

Supports and brackets for a sign shall
not extend needlessly above the cornice
line of the building to which the sign
is attached.

Trademarks that are registered for a
specific commodity may occupy no more
than ten (10) percent of the sign area,
except that said commodity is the major
business conducted on the premises, then
there shall be no such restriction.

facingeach street frontage shall
be calculated separately.

ii. Signs shall not be permitted
on building walls not parallel
or within forty-five (45) degrees
of parallel to the street, except
directional signs such as for
entrances or parking each not
exceeding three (3) square feet
in area.

Window sign: A permanent nonillumi-

nated sign painted on the inside glass

of a window.

1. The total area of a window sign
shall not exceed thirty (30) percent
of the total glass area.

2. Contents of such sign shall adver-
tise only an on-premise use.

3. Window signs on ground floor lev-
els shall be included in calculat-
ing the total area of signs on the
building frontage.

(2) Other pertinent information for all districts.

a.

Corner buildings. If a building fronts
two (2) or more streets, the sign area
for each street frontage shall be com-
puted separately. ’

Setback requirements. Unless otherwise
specified in this Code, signs are exempt
from setback requirements.

Sublevel storefront. If the first floor of
a building is substantially above street
grade and the basement is only par-
tially below street grade, separate oc-
cupants of each level may each have
one-half the square feet of signage al-

1968
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(3) Table of allowed uses:

Zoning Districts

IA

S-1 UM-2 B-2 P
Sign Type 82 TF SM2 M3 B1 B2A B3 IPHR 1IB
Address Y Y Y Y Y Y SP Y Y
Awning N N N N Y Y SP Y Y
Billboard N N N N SP Sp N SP SP
Community directory Y Y Y Y Y Y SP Y Y
Contractor Y Y Y Y Y Y SP Y Y
For sale/rent Y Y Y Y Y Y SP Y Y
Freestanding N N N N Y Y SP Y Y
INluminated N N N N Y Y SP Y Y

SP SpP SP

[£2]
2~
[92]
jav)
[0)]
2]
wn
av]
n
jav)
wn
2

Internally illuminated

Individual letters N N N N Y Y SP Y Y
Marquee - N N N N Y Y SP Y Y
Accessory Y Y Y Y Y Y SP Y Y
Painted wall N N N N Sp Sp SP SP SpP
Permanent Y Y Y Y Y Y SpP Y Y
Political Y Y Y Y Y Y Sp Y Y
Projecting N N N N SP SP SP SP Sp
Public service N N N N Y Y SP Y Y
Roof N N N N SP Sp SP SP SP
Temporary Y Y Y Y Y Y s Y ¥
Wall N N N N Y Y SP Y Y
Window N N N N Y Y SP Y Y
Any other sign N N SP SP SP SP SP SP SP

1969
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Prohibited signs. No person may erect a
sign which:

a. Flashes, rotates, or has a motorized mov-
ing part that is visible from a public
street.

b. Any sign which, by reason of its size,
location, content, coloring or manner
of illumination, constitutes a traffic haz-
ard or a detriment to traffic safety in
the opinion of the building inspector
by obstructing the vision of drivers, or

(5)

(6)

Variance. An application for variance may
be filed with the board of appeals as al-
lowed in sections 31-16 and 31-26 of the
Lowell Zoning Code.

Special permits. Certain uses are designated
in this chapter as exceptions, requiring a
special permit. Persons wishing to file for a
special permit may refer to section 31-15 of
the Lowell Zoning Code. Site plan require-
ments may be waived by the special permit
granting authority.

detracting from the visibility of any
. traffic sign or control device on public
streets and roads.

¢. Any sign which obstructs free ingress
to or egress from a required door, win-
dow, fire escape or other required exit-
way of {or] which obstructs a window,
door or other opening for providing light
or air or interferes with property [prop-
er] function of the building.

d. Any sign or sign structure which:

. 1. Isstructurally unsafe;

2. Constitutes a hazard to safety or
health by reason of inadequate
maintenance, dilapidation or aban-
donment;

3. Is not kept in good repair; or

4. Is capable of causing electrical
shocks to persons likely to come in
contact with it.

e. Signs which make use of words such as
STOP, LOOK, DANGER, etc., or any
phrases, symbols, or characters, in such
a manner as to interfere with, mislead,
or confuse traffic.

f.  String lights used in connection with
commercial premises for commercial
purposes other than Christmas decora-
tions.

g. Spinners, and streamers except as spec-

ified in temporary sign section.

Any sign now or hereafter existing which

no longer advertises a bona fide busi-

ness conducted or product sold. To be
removed at owner’s expense.

i. Is affixed to a fence, utility pole or struc-
ture, or tree, shrub, rock or other nat-
ural objects.

1970
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Maintenance-Each-sign-shall-be-maintained
in a secure and safe condition. If the build-
ing inspector is of the opinion that a sign is
not secure, safe or in good state of repair, it
shall give written notice of this fact to the
person responsible for the maintenance of
the sign. If the defect in the sign is not
corrected within the time permitted by the
building inspector, the building inspector
may revoke the permit to maintain the sign
and may remove the sign and keep posses-
sion of same until the owner pays the cost
of removal. :

Energy. shortage. In the event of an energy
shortage, the city is authorized in its dis-
cretion to order all signs in city consuming
electricity, gas, oil or other energy, to cease
consumption in whole or in part during
such hours as for such period as designated.

Nonconforming signs. Any sign or other
advertising (billboard) devices heretobefore
legally erected may continue to be main-
tained; provided, however, that no such sign
or other advertising device shall be permit-
ted if it is enlarged and provided further,
any such sign or other advertising device
which has deteriorated to such an extent
that the cost of restoration would exceed
thirty-five (35) percent of the replacement
cost of the sign or other advertising device
at the time of the restoration shall not be
repaired or rebuilt or altered. Any exemp-
tion provided in this section shall termi-
nate with respect to any sign or other ad-
vertising device which:

a. Shall have been abandoned as set forth
in this Code. See section 31-20.
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b. Shall not have been repaired or prop-
erly maintained within thirty (30) days
after notice to that effect has been given
by the building commissioner.

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-22, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-23. Mumination.

In a residence district no outdoor floodlighting
or decorative lighting, except lighting primarily
designed to illuminate walks, driveways, doorways,
outdoor living areas or outdoor recreational facil-
ities, and except temporary lighting in use for no
longer than a four-week period in any calendar
year, shall be permitted. Any permanent lighting
permitted by the preceding sentence shall be con-
tinuous, indirect and installed in a manner that
will prevent direct light from shining onto any
street or adjacent property.

Sec. 31-24. Transition requirements.

(a) Front yard. In a business or industrial dis-
trict, no building shall be erected nearer to the
street line or established building line than is
permitted in the adjacent residence district within
a distance of fifty (50) feet from the residence
district boundary line, except where such build-
ing is separated by a street from the residence
district.

(b) Side yard. In a business or industrial dis-
trict, no building shall be erected within ten (10)
feet of the side lot line of any abutting lot, all of
the major portion of which is in a residence district.

Sec. 31-25. Removal of material.

(a) Notwithstanding anything contrary in any
other ordinance, no person shall remove any soil,
loam, sand or gravel from any land not in public
use in any part of the city, without first obtaining
written permission therefor from the board of ap-
peals after a public hearing, except as provided in
subsection (c) of this section.

(b) Before granting any such permit, the board
of appeals shall give due consideration to:

(1) The location of the place from which it is
proposed to remove soil, loam, sand or gravel;

(2) The general character of the neighborhood
surrounding such location;

§ 31-25

(8) The effect of the proposed removal in such
neighborhoods; for example, the amount of
noise, dust and vibration likely to result
from the proposed removal; the extent, depth
and contour of the location and surround-
ing neighborhood from which such removal
is proposed; the general safety of the public
on the public ways giving access to and in
the immediate vicinity of such location; and
the use of which such location has been put
prior to the application for a permit, and to
which it may be put after the expiration of
the permit.

No permit for removal of material granted by the
board of appeals shall be valid for a period in
excess of six (6) months from its date of issue.

As a part of and as set forth in any such permit,
the board of appeals may impose such reasonable
restrictions and conditions on the exercise of the
permit as it deems to be in the public interest
including but not limited to the following:

(1) The duration of time from which the per-
mit may be exercised;

(2) The extent, depth and contour of the area
of removal;

(3) The grade of the slope of the banks of the
area of removal and the specification of
showing and reinforcement of the banks of
any excavation;

(4) The proximity of such removal to any pub-
lic way; i

(6) The hours of the day during which such
removal may be permitted;

(6) The hours of the day during which the ma-
terial may be trucked away from the loca-
tion of removal;

(7) The conditions under which the removal
trucks may be operated;

(8) The replacement of topsoil and the replant-
ing of the area of removal and screening
the same from public view.

(c) This section shall not apply to the removal
of soil, loam, sand or gravel incidental to and
reasonably required in connection with the con-

1971
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struction of the premises of any buildings or roads
for which a permit has been issued by the inspec-
tor of buildings.

Sec. 31-26. Board of appeals.

The board of appeals shall have all the author-
ity given to it by Chapter 808 of the Acts of 1975
and Chapter 40A, M.G.L. as amended, and fur-
ther reference should be made to section 31-16 of
this Code. '

LOWELL CITY CODE

any violation is allowed to continue shall consti-
tute a separate offense.
(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-30, 1-27-87)

ARTICLE II. USE REGULATIONS

Sec. 31-31. District uses.

(@) In each district, the use of land, buildings
and structures shall be regulated as set forth in
section 31-32 and as provided elsewhere in this

Sec. 31-27. Enforcement of chapter.

The building commissioner or the inspector of
buildings, appointed under the provisions of the
Code of the City of Lowell, is hereby designated
and authorized as the officer charged with the
enforcement of this chapter. See also section 31-10.

Sec. 31-28. Proceedings to prevent, correct,
etc., violations of chapter.

The inspector of buildings, upon accurate in-
formation in writing from any citizen, or upon his
own initiative, shall institute any appropriate ac-
tion or proceedings in the name of the city to
prevent, correct, restrain or abate violations of
this chapter. If the building inspector declines to
act to a written request to enforce the zoning
code, he shall notify the party requesting such
enforcement in writing within fourteen (14) days
of receipt of the request of any action or refusal to
act and the reasons therefor.

Sec. 31-29. Right of entry of inspector of
buildings.

The inspector of buildings shall, after proper
identification, have the right to enter any prem-
ises for the purpose of inspecting any building or
structure, at a reasonable hour and at such times
as may be reasonably necessary to enforce this
chapter.

Sec. 31-30. Penalty for violation of chapter.

Any person, trust or other enterprise who vio-
lates or refuses to comply with any of the provi-
sions of this chapter, may upon conviction, be
fined a sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for
each offense. Each day, or portion of a day that

chapter.

(b) A use listed in section 31-32 is permitted as
a right in any district under which it is denoted
by the letter “Y” subject to such requirements as
may be specified in section 31-32. It is prohibited
if designated by the letter “N.” If designated in
the table by the letters “SP,” the use may be
permitted as a special exception only if the board
of appeals determines and grants a special permit
therefor as provided in section 31-15, subject to
such further restrictions as the board may establish.
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Sec. 31-32. Table of use regulations.

IA
S-1 UM-2 B-2 P
Principal Uses S-2 TF SM-2 M3 B-1 B2A B3 IPHR IB

1. Residence Uses:
a. Detached dwelling occupied by not more than 1 family Y Y Y Y Sp SP SpP Sp Sp
b. Two-family or semidetached N Y Y Y SP SP Sp N N
¢. Multifamily dwelling N N Y Y SP sSp Sp N N
d. Trailer N N N N N N N N N
e. Nonfamily accommodations:

1. Tourist home N N Y Y SP Sp SP N N

2. Lodginghouse, fraternity N N SP Sp Sp SP SpP N N

3.  Dormitory N N SP SP Sp SP Sp N N

4. Hotel N N SP SP Y Y Y SP SP

5. Motel N N Sp Sp Y Y Y SpP SP
2. Conversion of Dwelling Structure:
a. Existing onefamily detached dwelling converted for not more

than 2 families, where all dimensional and other require-

ments are met provided that in Residence S-1 and S-2 Dis-

tricts the exterior design of the structure is not changed and

the house being converted is more than 40 years old and has

a minimum of 3,000 square feet of floor space used for living

purposes. Minimum lot area per dwelling shall be 7,000 square

feet for S-1 District and 5,000 square feet for S-2 District. N SP SP SP SP SP SP N N
b. Other dwellings converted for more than 2 families; where

all dimensional and other requirements are met N SP SP SP SP Sp SP N N

3. Imstitutional, Recreational and Educational Uses:

a. Place of worship Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
b. Religious, sectarian, denominational, private school or col-

lege not conducted as a gainful business
c. Licensed day nursery school or kindergarten
d. Library or museum open to the public or connected with a

permitted educational use and not conducted as a gainful

business Sp SP Y Y Y Y Y SpP SP
e. Recreational facility owned or operated by a nongovernmen-

tal agency, subject to the following provisions:

1. That the use shall not be conducted as a private gainful

business
2. Indoor or outdoor activities connected therewith shall be
at least 100 feet from any lot line in residential districts SP SP SP SP Y Y Y SP Sp

f. Entertainment and recreational facilities operated as a gain-

ful business N N N N SP SP SpP Y Y
g. Community center, adult educational center, settlement house,

humane society, or other similar facility operated by an educa-

tional nonprofit or religious institution subject to the same . :

restrictions as in e. above SP SP SP SP SP Sp SP Sp SP
h. Private nonprofit club or lodge operated for members only N N SP SP SP Y Y SP SpP
Licensed hospital or other licensed establishment for the ’
care of sick, aged, crippled or convalescent persons, except
that no such establishment conducted as a private gainful
business shall be permitted in single-residence districts
j»  Cemetery
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Principal Uses

4. Retail Business and Consumer Service Uses:

a.

Stores—5,000 square feet or less of gross floor area per estab-
lishment, primarily serving the local retail business needs of
the residents of the vicinity, including but not limited to
grocer, food, package, dry goods, clothing, hardware, florists,
drugstore :

Eating places—including but not limited to lunchroom, res-
taurant, cafeteria, places for sale and consumption of bever-
ages, ice cream, etc., primarily in enclosed structures with no

8-1
S-2

LOWELL CITY CODE

UM-2

TF SM-2 M3 B-1

B-2
B-2A B3

IA
P

IPHR

SP

B

SP

—_

dancing or entertainment other than music .
Service business—including:

1. Barber, beauty shop, laundry and dry cleaning pick-up

agency, shoe repair, self-service laundry or other similar
uses
2. Hand laundry, dry cleaning or other similar use, pro-
vided personnel on premises is limited to 5 employees
3. Printing shop, photographer’s studio, career, or other
similar use, provided personnel on premises is limited to
5 employees
Store and businesses as in 4a, but when they are greater
than 5,000 square feet of gross floor area per establishment
Place for the sale and consumption of food and beverages
exceeding 5,000 square feet of gross floor area, or providing
dancing and entertainment
Bar or other establishment where alcoholic beverages are
sold and consumed and where dancing or entertainment is
provided; dance hall or similar place of entertainment
Stores serving the general retail need of a major part of the
city, including but not limited to general merchandise de-
partment store, furniture household goods
Office, display or sales of a wholesale jobbing or distributing
establishment, provided that no more than 25 percent of
floor space is used for assembling, packaging and storing of
commodities
Office or clinic for medical or dental examination or treat-
ment as outpatient, including laboratories incidental thereto
Place of business of a bank, trust company
Veterinary establishment, kennel or pet shops or similar
establishment provided that in business districts all animals
are kept indoors and there are no noises or odors perceptible
from adjoining establishments or buildings
Trade, professional or other schools conducted as a gainful
business
Funeral establishment and undertaking
Adult entertainment establishments:

1. Statement of purpose. In the development and execution
of this ordinance [article], it is recognized that there are
some uses which, because of their very nature, are rec-
ognized as having serious objectionable operational char-
acteristics, particularly when several of them are con-
centrated under certain circumstances thereby having a
deleterious effect upon the adjacent areas. Special regu-
lation of these uses is necessary to insure that these
adverse effects will not contribute to the blighting or
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S-1
Principal Uses S-2

downgrading of the surrounding neighborhood. These
special regulations are itemized within this amendment.
The primary control or regulation is for the purpose of
preventing a concentration of these uses in any 1 area
(i.e., not more than 2 such uses within 400 feet of each
other which would create such adverse effects) [See sec-
tion 31-15(c)].

Adult entertainment establishments shall include and
be defined as follows [See section 31-15(c)]:

(1) Adult bookstore: An establishment having as a sub-
stantial or significant portion of its stock in trade
printed matter, books, magazines, picture periodi-
cals, motion picture films, video cassettes, or coin-
operated motion picture machines for sale, barter or
rental which are distinguished or characterized by
their emphasis on matter depicting, describing or
relating to “sexual conduct” as that term is defined
in G.L, c. 272, § 31; “sexual devices” or an estab-
lishment having for sale sexual devices which shall
mean any artificial human penis, vagina or anus or
other device primarily designed, promoted or mar-
keted to physically stimulate or manipulate the human
genitals, pubic area or anal area including: dildos,
penisators, vibrators, penis rings, erection enlarge-
ment or prolonging creams or other preparations or
an establishment with a segment or section devoted
to the sale or display of such materials.

(2) Adult motion picture theatre: An enclosed building
with a capacity of 50 or more persons used for pre-
senting material distinguished or characterized by
an emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or re-
lating to “sexual conduct” as defined in G.L., c. 272,
§ 31 for observation by patrons therein.

(3) Adult mini motion picture theatre: An enclosed build-
ing with a capacity for less than fifty (50) persons
used for presenting material distinguished or char-
acterized by emphasis on matter depicting, describ-
ing or relating to “sexual conduct” as defined in
G.L., ¢. 272, § 31 (as defined below) for observation
by patrons therein.

(4) Massage service establishments:

a. Massage: Any method of pressure on er friction
against, or stroking, kneading, rubbing, tapping, pound-
ing, vibrating, or stimulating of external parts of
the human body with the hands or with the aid of
any mechanical or electric apparatus or appliances,
with or without such supplementary aids as rubbing
alcohol, liniments, antiseptics, oils, powder, creams,
lotions, ointment or other such similar preparations
commonly used in the practice of massage under
such circumstances that it is reasonably expected
that the person to whom the service is provided, or
some third person on his or her behalf, will pay
money or give any other consideration or any gratu-
ity therefor.
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Principal Uses

b. The practice of massage shall not include the
following individuals while engaged in the personal
performance of duties or their respective professions;
1. Physicians, surgeons, chiropractors, osteopaths,
or physical therapists who are duly licensed to
practice their respective professions in the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.
2. Nurses who are registered under the laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
3. Barbers and beauticians who are duly licensed
under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massa-

S-1
82
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UM-2

TF SM-2 M3 B-1

B-2

B-2A B3

IA
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chusetts, except that this exclusion shall apply
solely to the massage of the neck, face, scalp
and hair of the customer or client for cosmetic
or beautifying purposes.

(Ord. No. 18-1985, § 1, 11-19-85)
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. Open Air or Drive-in Retail and Service:

Sales place for flowers, garden supplies, agricultural produce
conducted partly or wholly outdoors, commercial greenhouse
or nursery

Drive-in restaurant or refreshment stand

Place for exhibition, lettering or sale of gravestones
Drive-in bank, other than a bank, retail or consumer service
establishment where motorist does not have to leave his car
Open air or drive-in theater or other open air place of enter-
tainment or athletics conducted for profit

Open lot storage of new building materials, machinery and
new metals but not including junk, scrap metal, rags, waste
paper and similar materials provided the area so used is
enclosed by a 6-foot-high wall or tight fence

Open lot storage of used lumber or other building materials,
provided that the area so used is surrounded by a 6-foot-high
wall or tight fence

Open lot storage of coal, coke, sand or other similar materi-
als, or such storage in silos or hoppers, provided the area so
used is surrounded by a 6-foot-high wall or tight fence

. Automotive and Related Uses:

Sales place for new or used cars conducted entirely within a
building, or rental agency for autos, trailers, or motorcycles
conducted entirely within a building provided no major re-
pairs are made

Sales and storage place for new or used cars conducted partly
or wholly on an open lot, or rental agency for automobiles,
trailers, motorcycles conducted partly or wholly outdoors
Automotive service station (filling station) where no major
repairs are made and provided that all lubrication and minor
repairs are carried out within the building

Automotive repair garage provided all servicing and repairs
are carried out inside the building

Car washing establishment using mechanical equipment for
purpose of cleaning automobiles and other vehicles

zZ =z zZz2Zz
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Principal Uses

Parking lots or garages other than those provided as an
accessory use to the principal use being conducted on the lot,
in conformance with this zoning code

A private garage or parking area, whether as a principal use
of a lot or as a secondary use solely for the storaged cars of
residents of other lots located within 400 feet and within the
same district, when found by the board of appeals to be
necessary in residence districts to provide off-street parking
for such vehicles

Parking area, abutting or across the street from a nonresi-
dence district, for the parking of passenger cars of employ-
ees, customers or guests of establishments in the adjoining

- nonresidence district, provided no charge is made for park-

ing, and no sales or service operations are performed

. Utilities and Public Service Uses:

Public utility or service facilities including but not limited to
transformer stations, substations, pumping stations, telephone
exchanges, provided that in residence districts such public
service facility is considered essential to service such a resi-
dential area and that no public business office, storage yard
or storage building is operated in connection with the facility

General Office and Laboratory Uses:

General offices for commercial or professional use, telephone
answering service

Radio or television studio

Radio or television transmission stations including towers
Laboratories or research facilities, provided any manufactur-
ing is incidental to the operation of the facility, does not
exceed 50 percent of the gross floor area of the building and
is not injurious to the surrounding area by nature of dust,
noise, smoke and odors

Industrial Uses: i
Light industry, wholesale business and storage:

. 1. Distribution center, delivery center, warehouse

2. Steam laundry or dry cleaning plant

3. Food and beverage manufacturing, bottling or process-
ing and commissary

4. Storage warehouse, cold storage plant, storage buildings
but not including open storage or bailing of junk, scrap
metal, rags, waste paper or used rubber

5. Wholesale business and storage in a roofed structure,
but not including wholesale storage or flammable lig-
uids or gases

6. Manufacturing, assembly, reconditioning and processing
plant for the following type industries: food and kindred
products, apparel, textiles and related products, electronic
and electrical products, furniture and fixtures, printing
and publishing, paper and allied products, plastic and
allied products, primary and fabricated metal products,
machinery, transportation and related equipment prod-

ucts, instruments and related products, including the,
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TA
S-1 UM-2 B-2 IP

Principal Uses

storage of raw materials and containers used in or inci-
dental to any of the foregoing provided that any open lot
storage shall not exceed 12 feet in height and that the
area so used shall be enclosed by atight wall or fence-of
at least the same height of the material so stored

b. Heavy industrial:

1.
2.

RR freight terminals, shops and yards

Rendering or preparatioh of grease, tallow, fats and oils,
manufacture of shortening, table and other food oils but
not including garbage, dead animals, offal or refuse
reductions

52

TF SM-2 M3

B-1

B-2A

SP

B-3

SP

IPHR

IB

10.

9.

* Stonecutting, shaping and finishing in completely en-

closed buildings

Dismantling or wrecking of used motor vehicles and
storage and sale of the parts provided that open lot stor-
age shall not exceed 12 feet in height and that the area
so used shall be enclosed by a tight wall or fence of at
least the same height of the material so stored, provided
that the -height of the material shall not exceed 20 feet

‘Truck ‘or bus terminal, yard or building for storage or

servicing of trailers, trucks or busses and parking lot for

trucks

Processing of sand and gravel and the manufacture of

bituminous concrete

Open lot storage of junk, scrap, rags, paper, junked vehi-

cles and other similar salvage articles provided that open

lot storage shall not exceed 12 feet in height and that

the area so used shall be enclosed by a tight wall or fence

of at least the same height of the material so stored,

provided that the height of the stored matérial shall not

exceed 20 feet

Manufacture, processing, assembly or other industrial

operations subject to building and health department

regulations without limit as to category or product ex-

cept as otherwise listed in this subsection 8, or as here-

inafter prohibited, provided that (a) all dust, fumes, odors,

smoke or vapor are effectively confined to the premises

or so disposed of as to avoid air pollution, and (b) any

noise, vibration or flashing are not normally perceptible

without instruments at a distance of 500 feet from the

premises, but the following are expressly prohibited:

(a) Stockyard or abattoir

(b) Petroleum refining

(¢) Smelting of zinc, copper or iron ores

(d) Incineration or reduction of garbage, offal or dead
animals except as conducted by the City of Lowell

(e) Cement, lime or gypsum manufacture

(f) Explosives or fireworks manufacture

Gravel or material removed

Conditional Uses:

Planned unit development
Expansion or alteration of existing legal nonconforming use*

*Applicant must provide proof of legal nonconformity. Board
of appeals must find that change will be less detrimental
than existing nonconforming use.
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APPENDIX A—ZONING

Prineipal Uses
Uses Prohibited or Not Covered By Table:

A specific. principal use or activity prohibited by the “N”
designation or not covered in the preceding table cannot be
varied or authorized by the board of appeals in any district in
which the land or structure is located. An applicant desiring,
to conduct such a use or activity net authorized will need to.
apply for amendment to the zoning code in the manner pro-
vided for by Chapter 40A, the state zoning act

Scientific Accessory Uses:

Scientific uses which are necessary in connection with scien-
tific research, scientific development or related production

activities which are permitted in the above tables

" (Ord. No. 21987, § 31-32, 1-27-87)

§31-33

IA

S-1 UM-2 B-2 P
$2 TF SM-2 M3 Bl B2A B3 IPHR IB
N N N N N N N N N
N N N N N N N SP &SP

ARTICLE III. DIMENSIONAL
REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 31-33. District regulations.

(a) No building or structure shall be built nor
shall any existing building or structure be en-
larged which does not conform to the regulations
as to maximum ratio of floor area to lot area,
minimum lot sizes, minimum lot area for each
dwelling unit or equivalent, minimum lot front-
age, minimum dimensions of front, side and rear
yards, and maximum height of structures, in the
several districts are [as] set forth in section 31-34,
except as hereinafter provided.

(b) The lot or yard areas required for any new
building or use may not include any part of a lot
that is required by any other building or use to
comply with any requirements of this chapter,
nor may these areas include any property of which
the ownership has been transferred subsequent
to the effective date of this ordinance if such prop-
erty was a part of the area required for compli-
ance with the dimensional requirements applica-
ble to the lot from which such transfer was made.

(¢ (1) In the case of multiple buildings on a
lot in single ownership, the distance
between such buildings measured from
the midpoint on any facing wall shall
not be less than thirty (30) feet.

1979

(2) Multiple building restrictions will not
apply to buildings in an LP.H.R. District.

(d) For residential uses permitted in residence
and business districts which are not divided into
dwelling units, each one thousand (1,000) square
feet of gross floor area of the building shall be
considered equivalent to one (1) dwelling unit for
purposes of computing minimum lot area.

(e) No more than one (1) single-family dwelling
shall be built on a lot in an S-1 or S-2 district.

(© No new building or structure shall be con-
structed nor shall any existing building or struc-
ture be enlarged within fifty (50) feet of an exist-
ing wetland or body of water, except by special
permit, and with the express written approval of
the Lowell Conservation Commission, following a
public hearing. No septic field shall be constructed
or an existing septic field enlarged within seventy-
five (75) feet of an existing wetland or body of
water. No building permit for construction within
one hundred (100) feet of a wetland or within the
boundaries of floodplain shall be valid prior to
the effective date of a wetlands determination of
applicability and/or the issuance of an order of
conditions.

(g) In SM-2, UM-2, M-3, B-1, B-2, B-2A and B-3
districts any large resident structure having been
constructed prior to 1945, may, together with the
original attached accessory structures, be altered
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so as to contain two (2) or more dwelling units

provided the following requirements are met:

(1) Minimum lot area per dwelling unit as re-
quired for district building is located in is

provided.

(2) Parking spaces as required for district build-
ing is located as provided on lot. All park-
ing shall be located in side or rear yard in
SM-2 and UM-2 zones.

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-33, 1-27-87)

(3)—The exterior-design-of the-structure-is-not

altered.

(4) The minimum floor areas shall be six hun-
dred thirty (630) square feet for studio or
one-bedroom units, and eight hundred (800)
square feet for two-bedroom units.

() The original building area is not increased
more than ten (10) percent of the gross floor

area.

(6) Open space and yard requirements are met.

Sec. 31-34. Table of dimensional requirement.

Max.
Floor
Area
District Ratio

S1 0.5
S2 0.5
TF 0.5
SM-2 0.75
UM-2 1.00
M3 1.5
B1 1.0
B2,B2A 15
B3 4.0
1A 2.0
1B 4.0
IP 2.0
IPHR 3.0

Min. Lot
Size

(sq. ft.)

10,000
7,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000

Min.
Lot Area
per D.U.

(sq. ft.)

N.A.
N.A.
3,000
2,000
1,500
1,000

*Rear yard in B2A district is ten (10) feet.
**In addition to required landscaped open space section 31-39(a).

Min.
Lot
Frontage
(ft)

75
65
60
50
50
50
25
25
25
25
25
25
25

Min.
Front
Yard

(f)

25
20
20
15
15
15
25
25

40

Min.
Side

Yard
(ft)

10 sum of 25

10 sum of 25

10 sum of 25

10 sum of 25

10 sum of 25
10

Min.
Rear
Yard

(ft)

25
20
20
20
20
20
20
40*

40

Useable**
Open Space
(% of gross
floor area)

30
25
25
20

Max.

Max.

Height Stories

35
35
35
35
35
65
40

50
200

2%
2%
2%
3

3
7
3

or |

A dwelling in any business district shall be subject to the same dimensional, parking and useable open space requirements as a

dwelling in a Residence UM-2 district, except for height.

In no district shall the lot ¢overage for a residential dwelling exceed thirty-five (35) percent of the lot area.

Minimum width of entry drive right-of-way for access to subdivision or multifamily development shall be thirty-five (35) feet.

1980
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Sec. 31-35. Lot area and width.

(a) Any lot lawfully laid out by plan or deed
duly recorded, as defined in section 81L of Chap-
ter 41 of the General Laws, or any lot shown on a
plan endorsed with the words “approval under
the subdivision control law not required,” pursu-
ant to section 81P of Chapter 41, which complies
at the time of such recording of such endorse-
ment, whichever is earlier, with the minimum
area, frontage, width and depth requirements of
the zoning regulations in effect in the city on
April 7, 1966, may, therefore, be built upon for
residential uses according to the provisions of sec-
tion 6 of Chapter 40A of the General Laws.

(b) In the case of an I.P.H.R. District, a lot may
consist of one (1) or more contiguous lots of record.
Lots shall be considered contiguous even though
the lots or portions thereof are separated from
each other by roads, railroads or waterways, so
long as any lot or portion of a lot so separated is
within three hundred (300) feet of the remaining
lot or portion of a lot and so long as said land (lot
or lots) is commonly owned.

Sec. 31-36. Building bulk.

(a) For any building or group of buildings on a
lot the ratio of gross floor area to lot area shall
not exceed the maximum specified in section 31-34;
except, that in a Residence M3 District, the gross
floor area of any residence building may be in-
creased, not to exceed a floor area ratio of 3:1 by
one (1) square foot of floor area for every one (1)
square foot of open, landscaped area supplied on

‘the same lot as the principal use in addition to
the required minimum yard area of twenty-five
(25) percent as specified in subsection (a) of sec-
tion 31-38. Gross floor area shall be defined as in
this chapter.

(b) Where a lot in a residence or business dis-
trict abuts on a street or public open space more
than one hundred (100) feet wide, one-quarter of
the excess over one hundred (100) feet but not
more in any case than forty (40) feet may be added
to the actual depth of the lot for the distance such
lot abuts such street or public open space for cal-
culating the lot area to be used in determining
allowable gross floor area based on the maximum
floor area specified in section 31-34.

1981

§ 31-38

Sec. 31-37. Height exceptions.

The provisions of this chapter governing the
height of buildings and structures in all districts,
shall not apply to chimneys, water towers, air-
conditioning equipment, elevator bulkheads, sky-
lights, ventilators and other necessary features
appurtenant to buildings which are usually car-
ried above roofs and are not used for human oc-
cupancy, nor to domes, towers or spires above
buildings, if such features are not used for human
occupancy and occupy less than ten (10) percent
of the lot area, nor to wireless or broadcasting
towers and other like unenclosed structures which
occupy less than ten (10) percent of the lot area.

Sec. 31-38. Yards.

(a) In all residence districts at least twenty-five
(25) percent of every lot area shall be yard areas.
Every part of a required yard shall be open to the
sky and unobstructed except for ordinary projec-
tions of the belt courses, cornices, sills, skylights
and ornamental features projecting from the build-
ing not more than twelve (12) inches. Awnings,
arbors, fences, flagpoles, recreational and laun-
dry drying equipment and similar objects shall
not be considered obstructions when located within
a required yard. Open or lattice-enclosed fire es-
capes for emergency use only are permitted. In
measuring a yard for the purpose of determining
the width of a side yard, the depth of a rear yard,
or the depth of a front yard, the minimum hori-
zontal distance between the corresponding lot line
and the building shall be used.

(b) Projecting eaves, chimneys, bay windows,
balconies, open fire escapes and like projections
which do not project more than three and one-half
(3%) feet, and which are part of a building not
more than thirty-five (35) feet in height, and un-
enclosed steps, unroofed porches and the like which
do not project more than ten (10) feet beyond the
line of the foundation wall and which are not over
four (4) feet above the average level of the adjoin-
ing ground, may extend beyond the minimum
yard regulations otherwise provided these elements
are not any closer to property lines or parking
areas than ten (10) feet, and the yard areas over
which these project are not included in the minmum
yard area and open space requirements.
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(¢) On a lot abutting streets on more than one shall be provided for the remainder of the
(1) side, the front yard requirement of each of the full lot depth. In case a side wall contains
abutting streets shall apply regardless of desig- windows or in case any part of a side blank
nated front lot lines. The remaining sides shall be wall or an existing building shall be set
subject to side yard requirements. back from side lot line, then a building

hereafter erected on the lot adjacent to such
an existing building shall be set back from
the side lot line in accordance with the
provisions hereof,

(d) Exceptions to the yard regulations set forth
in the table governing the yard requirements for
buildings are as follows:

(1) In a Residence S1 and S2 District and also
in a TF District, a dwelling need not set (e) In all districts except UM2, a private yard
e back more than the average of the setbacks space with a minimum area_of one hundred (100)
of the buildings, other than accessory build- square feet shall be provided adjacent to each

ings, on the lots adjacent thereto on either ground floor unit of a multifamily or attached
side, but in no case may any part of a build- structure. Such private yard shall be enclosed by
ing or accessory building extend nearer to a wooden-type picket fence, not less than three (3)
any street line or building line if such has feet, and not more than four (4) feet, in height.

been established. A vacant lot or lot occu- (Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-38, 1-27-87)
pied by a building set back more than twenty-

five (25) feet in a Residence S1 District and Sec. 31-39. Open space.

more than twenty (20) feet in a Residence

S2 District and also in a TF District, shall (a) Every lot in any residence .district shall in-
be considered as though occupied by a build- clude landscaped open space having a total of not
ing set back twenty-five (25) feet and twenty less tl'{an. ten (10) percent of the gross floor area of
(20) feet respectively. all buildings on the lot.

(2 In a Residence UM2, SM2 or M3 District, a (b) Where a minimum useable open space is
dwelling need not set back more than the required in addition to landscaped open space,
average of the setbacks of the buildings, there shall be included in every lot used in whole
other than accessory buildings, on the lots or in part for dwelling units intended for family
adjacent thereto on either side, but in no occupancy an area of useable open space provided
case may any part of a building or acces- at the rate specified in section 31-34.

sory building extend nearer to any street
line, or building line if such has been es-
tablished, than fifteen (15) feet. A vacant

(¢) Where open space is provided to serve more
than one (1) family, it shall be deemed useable

only if: :
lot or a lot occupied by a building set back y
more than fifteen (15) feet shall be consid- (1) Each dimension is at least fifteen (15) feet;
ered as though occupied by a building set .
back fifteen (15) feot. (2 i)licl}jl nSé)sace is at least ten (10) feet from any

(3) In a Residence UM2, SM2 or M3 District, if
a building is hereafter erected on a lot ad-
jacent to a building having a blank wall
directly on the side lot line, the new build-
ing may be so designed and erected that it
will be flush with the portion of the blank
wall of the former building which extends

ARTICLE IV. OFF-STREET PARKING
AND LOADING

Sec. 31-40. Intent and application of parking

along the lot line; otherwise, however, not : requirements.
less than the required side yard shall be ~ (a) It is the intention of this chapter that all
- provided; in any case, the required side yard structures and land uses be provided eventually
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with sufficient off-street parking space to meet
the needs of persons making use of such strue-
tures and land uses. No permit shall be issued for
the erection of a new structure, the enlargement
of an existing structure or the development of a
land use, unless the plans show the specific loca-
tion and size of the off-street parking required by
complying with the regulations set forth in this
article and the means of access to such space from
public streets. In the event of the enlargement of
an existing structure, the regulations set forth in
this article shall apply to both the area added to
the existing structure and the existing structure.

(b) Buildings and land uses in existence on the
effective date of this ordinance are not subject to
these parking requirements, but any parking fa-
cilities thereafter established to serve such build-
ings or uses may not in the future be reduced
below these requirements.

(c) Where a building or land area is used by
two (2) or more activities that fall into different
classes of use under section 31-41, the facilities
required shall be the sum of the requirements for
the individual establishments.

(d) Where the computation of required parking
spaces results in a fractional number, only the
fraction of one-half or more shall be counted as
one (1).

(e) Required off-street parking facilities which
after development are later designated as and
accepted by the city for off-street parking pur-
poses shall be deemed to continue to serve the
uses or structures to meet the requirements for
which they were originally provided.

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-40, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-41. Table of parking requirements.

(a) Where residence uses are not divided into
dwelling units, as in the case of hotels, dormito-
ries, lodginghouses, etc., each two (2) guest sleep-
ing rooms, each four (4) dormitory beds, or each
motel unit shall be considered the equivalent of
one (1) dwelling unit.

(b) Where no ﬁ:ied seats are used in a place of
assembly, each twenty (20) square feet of public
floor area shall equal one (1) seat.

1983

§ 3141

(c) Institutions shall include public and nonprofit
schools, colleges and all institutional uses listed
in section 31-32. Schools intended primarily for
children under sixteen (16) years of age need not
provide more than one-half the requirements speci-
fied in the table below. Where an institution pro-
vides dormitory residence accommodations, the
number of parking spaces furnished for the pur-
pose may be deducted from the requirements es-
tablished for the educational buildings normally
used by students in residence.

(d) In I.P.H.R. Districts, the required off-street
parking may be provided on the same lot as the
principal use it is required to serve. However,
any other lot or lots within the same I.P.H.R.
District which is or are not more than one thou-
sand two hundred (1,200) feet away from the en-
trance of the building to be served, may be used
to meet the requirement for off-street parking.
Where a certificate of occupancy has been issued
conditional to the maintenance of off-street park-
ing facilities, such certificate of occupancy shall
lapse in the event the land used for such parking
facilities for the required parking is no longer
available for such use.
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(e) Off-street parking facilities shall be provided as follows:
Class of Allowed Use

Number Square Feet of Gross Floor Area
Requiring 1 Space by Type of Use

Public
Residence (a) Assembly (b) .
" Minimum Number Number Seats Retail and Office
Zoning Spaces per Group Requiring 1 Ground  Other
District of Dwelling Units Space Institution (¢) Floor Level Factory and Warehouse
S1 2 perl.0 5 600 - — -
52 2 perl0 5 600 — — —
TR 2—per-1-0 8 660 = = =
SM2 2 perl.0 10 1000 — — —
UM2 1.5 per 1.0 10 1000 — - —
M3 2 perl0 10 1000 — — -
Bl 1 perl1.0 8- 1000 500 1000 —
B2 and B2A 1 perl0 8 1000 150 500 —
B3 1 perl0 — — — — 1600
1A - 10 1000 500 1000 1600
1B — 15 1000 900 1800 2000
IP — 10 1000 900 1800 2000
IPHR (d) 10 1000 700 1400 1800

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 31-41, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-42. Location and layout of parking
facilities.

(a) Required off-street parking facilities shall
be provided on the same lot as the principal use
they are required to serve with the following ex-
ceptions subject to approval by the board of appeals.

(1) In the case of new construction of a multi-
family apartment building in a Residence
M3 District, the required parking facilities
may be provided on lots not more than two
hundred (200) feet away from the building
to be served.

(2) In Industry A and B Districts and in the
case of institutional uses in any district,
the required parking facilities may be pro-
vided on lots not more than one thousand
(1,000) feet away from the building to be
served.

(3) In the case of a dormitory of a nonprofit
educational institution the required park-
ing facilities may be provided on lots not
more than two thousand (2,000) feet away,

measured along a travelled way, from the
dormitory to be served.

(b) In all cases off-site parking facilities shall
be under the same ownership or be leased to the
same ownership as the building or buildings which
they serve. Where a certificate of occupancy has
been issued conditional to the maintenance of off-
site parking facilities, such certificate of occupancy
shall lapse in the event of the sale or conveyance
of the land used for such parking facilities for the
required parking. Parking spaces satisfying these
requirements need not be in the city.

(c) Parking required for two (2) or more build-
ings or uses may be provided in combined facili-
ties on the same or adjacent lots, subject to ap-
proval by the board of appeals, where it is evident
that such facilities will continue to be available
for several buildings or uses.

(d) Required off-street parking facilities may
be enclosed in a structure or may be open. If such
facilities are open, they shall be graded|,] surfaced
with tar, asphalt, concrete, or other nondusting
paving, drained: and suitably maintained to the

11984
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satisfaction of the inspector of buildings to the
extent necessary to avoid the nuisances of dust,
erosion or excessive water flow onto public ways
or adjoining property. In a residence, business or
in other districts any open parking facility for
more than three (3) automobiles shall be screened
from abutting residence, church or public prop-
erty in a manner which will provide an effective
visual screen. Said screen shall be at least five (5)
feet in width and shall contain plantings not less
than three (3) feet in width nor less than six (6)
feet in height. At least fifty (50) percent of the
plantings shall be evergreen.

Plantings shall form a solid screen within three
(3) years of installation. A solid fence or wall six
(6) feet high may be substituted for all or a por-
tion of the planted screen, by special permit only.

In all districts where the provision of off-street
parking for thirty-(30) or more vehicles is required,
there shall be landscaped open space within the
perimeter of the parking area or areas in the
minimum amount of five (5) percent of the gross
parking area. All such landscaped areas shall be
computed in addition to the parking space require-
ments herein. All such landscaped areas shall
contain no less than one (1) live shade or orna-
mental tree for every two thousand (2,000) square
feet of parking area. Such trees shall have a min-
imum trunk diameter of two (2) inches (measured
twelve (12) inches above the ground level) and

shall not be planted more than fifty (50) feet apart

in each contiguous landscaped area.

(e) Each required car space shall be not less
than nine (9) feet, six (6) inches in width and
twenty (20) feet in length exclusive of drives and
maneuvering space and the total area of any drives
and maneuvering space, and the total area of any
parking facility for more than five (5) cars shall
average at least three hundred (300) square feet
per car. Except in industrial district, no drive-
ways or curb cuts shall exceed twenty-five (25)
feet in width. The board of appeals may grant a
special permit modifying the provisions of this
paragraph in cases of a mechanical garage or in
case the board is satisfied that the parking facil-
ity will be used by cars of less than standard size,
provided the total number of spaces conforms to
section 31-41. \
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(f) An open -air parking space and access to
parking space shall be at least ten (10) feet from
any building and shall be at least five (5) feet
from any property line or street line.

(g) No garage shall be provided nearer to the
front street line than the prescribed minimum
setback distance of the zoning district in which
the lot is located.

(h) Parking areas shall not be used for auto-
mobile sales, gasoline sales, dead storage, repair
workl,] dismantling or servicing of any kind, and
any lighting that is provided shall be installed in
a manner that will prevent direct light from shin-
ing onto any street or adjacent property.

(Ord. No. 2-1987, § 3142, 1-27-87)

Sec. 31-43. Intent and application of loading
requirements.

(a) It is the intention of this chapter that all
buildings and uses requiring the delivery of goods
as part of their function be provided eventually
with necessary space for off-street loading. No
application for a permit for the erection of a new
building, the substantial alteration of an existing
building or the development of a land use shall be
approved, unless it includes a plan for off-street
loading facilities required to comply with the regu-
lations set forth in this article.

(b) Where a building existing on the effective
date of this ordinance is altered or extended in
such a way as to increase the gross floor area by
five thousand (5,000) square feet or more, only
the additional gross floor area shall be counted in
computing the off-street loading requirements.

(c) Where a building or land area is used by
two (2) or more activities that fall into different
classes of use under section 31-44, the facilities
required shall be the sum of the requirements for
the individual establishments.

(d) Where the computation of required loading
bays results in a fractional number, only the frac-
tion of one-half or more shall be counted as one

D.
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Sec. 31-44. Table of loading requirements.

LOWELL CITY CODE

Off-street loading facilities shall be provided for the following specified uses:

Table of Off-Street Loading Requirements

Number of Bays Required for New Structure
By Gross Floor Area of Structure
(in thousands of square feet)

Over 300
Under5 5—50 51—100 101—150 151—300 (for each additional 150)
Retail trade ’
Wholesale and storage
Transportation terminal 0 1 2 3 4 1
Manufacturing
Public utility
Consumer services
Office building
Hotel, motel, dormitory 0 1 1 2 3 1
Recreation
Research laboratory »
Institution 0 0 1 1 2 1

The following loading requirements shall apply to an IL.P.H.R. District:

Manufacturing or warehousing:

Buildings used for manufacturing or warehousing shall have one (1) bay for each one hundred fifty

thousand (150,000) square feet or portion thereof.
Office:

One (1) bay shall be required for buildings contammg from five (5) to one hundred fifty thousand (150,000)

square feet of gross floor area.

Two (2) bays shall be required for buildings containing up to six hundred thousand (600,000) square feet.

Sec. 3145. Location and layout of loading fa-
cilities.

(a) Each required loading bay shall be no less
than ten (10) feet in width, thirty-five (35) feet in
length and twelve (12) feet in height, such re-
quirements to be exclusive of drives and maneu-
vering space, and all required bays, drives and
maneuvering space shall be located entirely on
the lot with immediate and direct ingress to the
building intended to be served. A bay need not be
enclosed in a structure provided any yard used as
a loading bay shall not infringe on front, side and
rear yard requirements in this chapter. All such
facilities shall be designed with appropriate means
of vehicular access to a street or alley as well as

1986

maneuvering area, and no driveways or curb cuts
shall exceed twenty-five (25) feet in width except
in industrial districts.

(b) Required off-street loading bays may be en-
closed in a structure and must be so enclosed if
located within fifty (50) feet of a residence district
where the use involves regular night operation,
such as that of a bakery, restaurant, hotel, bot-
tling plant or similar uses. Any lighting provided
shall be installed in a manner that will prevent
direct light from shining onto any street or adja-
cent property.

(c) All accessory driveways and entranceways
shall be graded, surfaced, drained and suitably
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maintained to the satisfaction of the inspector of
buildings to the extent necessary to avoid nui-
sances of dust, erosion or excessive water flow
across public ways.

(d) Loading facilities shall not be reduced in
total extent or useability after their installation,
except when such reduction is in conformity with
the requirements of this article. Such facilities
shall be designed and used in such a manner as at
no time to constitute a nuisance or unreasonable
impediment to traffic.

ARTICLE V. FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT
REGULATIONS

Sec. 31-46. Applicability of article.

These regulations shall be applicable to all use
districts as defined by section 31-6.

Sec. 31-47. Purpose of article.

The purpose of these regulations is to provide
that lands deemed subject to seasonal or periodic
flooding shall not be used for residences or other
purposes in such a manner as to endanger the
health or safety of the occupants or users thereof,

Sec. 31-48. Definitions.

For the purpose of Article V, Floodplain Dis-
trict Regulations, the following definitions shall
apply:

Development: Any manmade change to improved
or unimproved real estate including but not lim-
ited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredg-
ing, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drill-
ing operators.

Firm: City of Lowell Flood Insurance Rate Maps
dated April 16, 1979.

Floodproofed: Watertight with walls substan-
tially impermeable to the passage of water and
with structural components having the capability
of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads
and effects of buoyancy.

Floodway: Area of the waterway between the
banks.

1987
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Substantial improvement: Any repair, reconstruc-
tion or improvement of structure, the cost of which
equals or exceeds fifty (50) percent of the market
value of the structure either (a) before the im-
provement is started, or (b) if the structure has
been damaged and is being restored, before the
damage occurred.

Sec. 31-49. Floodplain district.

The floodplain district is hereby established as
an overlay district and includes all special flood
hazard areas designated as Zones A and Zones.
A1-A30 on the City of Lowell Flood Insurance
Rate Maps (FIRM) dated April 16, 1979, as amend-
ed, on file with the city clerk, planning board and
building commissioner’s office.

(Ord. No. 1-1984, 2-28-84)

Sec. 31-50. Floodplain district development
regulations.

The following requirements shall apply to all
development in the floodplain district:

(1) Prior to any “development” a permit shall
be obtained from the building commissioner
and a “request for a determination” of ap-
plicability of Massachusetts General Laws
Chapter 131, section 40 shall be sent to the
Lowell Conservation Commission.

(2) That prior to the issuance of any building
permit in a floodplain that fourteen (14)
days’ public notice be given the application

by the department of code and inspections.

(8) The application for permit shall contain
plans certified by a registered land surveyor
and/or engineer of the proposed construc-
tion or development and plot plan locating
the proposed building and existing build-
ings on the premises on which it is to be
situated or is situated. All plans shall show
existing and proposed finished ground con-
tours at two-foot intervals. Contours shall
be delineated within two hundred (200) feet
of the proposed construction or development.

)

For “substantial improvements” of exist-
ing residential and nonresidential structures
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and all new construction, the following min-
imum conditions shall be met:

a.

The lowest floor, including basement
or cellar, shall be elevated to or above
the base flood elevation (the 100-year
flood elevation designated on the FIRM)
or in the case of nonresidential struc-
tures be floodproofed watertight to the
base flood level.- _
Furnaces and utilities are protected from
the effects of flooding.

5) a.

A registered land surveyor or engineer
shall certify to the building commis-
sioner that all minimum elevations re-
quired by Article V, Floodplain District
Regulations, have been complied with
after construction.

Within Zones A1-A30 where base flood
elevations are provided on the FIRM,
elevations shall be determined by in-
terpolation between the nearest eleva-
tions shown on the FIRM.

The structure will withstand the effects
of flooding. The ground level around
and extending twentyfive (25) feet out-
ward from any building or structure in
a floodplain district shall be raised as
necessary so that no part of the ground
level area so defined, shall be below
the elevation shown on the FIRM as
defined in section 31-49. Embankments
subject to possible scouring by flood-
waters shall be properly stabilized and
protected to prevent erosion by flood-
waters.

Other lands in the floodplain district
will not be adversely affected by the
proposed development, through increased
height or velocity of future floods.

The containment of sewage, safety of
gas, electric fuel and other utilities from
breaking, leaking, short circuiting,
grounding, igniting, electrocuting, or
any other dangers due to flooding, will
be adequately protected.

Where watertight floodproofing of a
structure is permitted, a registered pro-
fessional engineer or architect shall cer-
tify to the building commissioner that
the methods used are adequate to with-
stand the flood depths, pressures and
velocities, impact and uplift, and other
factors associated with the 100-year flood
and all in accordance with the state
building code requirements.

A registered engineer and/or architect
shall certify to the building commis-
sioner that the above minimum condi-
tions (a. through e.) are satisfied in the
design proposal.
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Within Zone A where the base flood
elevation is not provided on the FIRM,
the applicant shall obtain any existing
base flood elevation data and it shall
be reviewed by the building commis-
sioner for its reasonable utilization to-
ward meeting the elevation or flood-
proofing requirements, as appropriate,
of the state building code and this Ar-
ticle V, Floodplain District Regulations.
Interpretations as to elevations or lo-
cations within the FIRM shall be made
by the building commissioner.

(6) In the “floodway” the following provisions
shall apply:

M

a.

No encroachments, including but not
limited to fill, new construction, sub-
stantial improvements and other devel-
opments shall be permitted unless cer-
tification by a registered professional
engineer or architect is provided by the
applicant demonstrating that encroach-
ments shall not result in any increase
in flood levels during the occurrence of
the 100-year flood.

Any encroachment meeting the above
standard shall comply with all other
provisions of Article V, Floodplain Dis-
trict Regulations.

The land defined as the floodplain district
may include one (1) or more differing zon-
ing districts as defined in this zoning code
and these regulations are additional to the
existing regulations of whatever zoning dis-
trict may be included within the floodplain
district.
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(8) In the event the building commissioner de-
nies an applicant a building permit under
the floodplain district regulations, the build-
ing commissioner’s decision shall be in writ-
ing stating the reasons why said building
permit was denied, and shall render his
decision within five (5) days of submission
of the completed application by the appli-
cant and that further said decision shall be
sent to the applicant’s address by certified
mail and copies of said decision should be
submitted to the offices of the city clerk,
planning board and city solicitor.

Sec. 31-51. Variance—From floodplain dis-
trict development regulations
procedure.

(a) Any person desiring a variance from any
floodplain district regulations, as set forth in sec-
tion 31-50, shall submit an application to the board
of appeals in accordance with the requirements
set forth by Massachusetts General Laws, Chap-
ter 40A, as amended by Chapter 808 of the Acts
of 1975. The application shall also contain plans
as required in section 31-50(3).

(b) Copies of the complete application with plans
for variance shall also be sent or delivered forth-
with by the applicant, to the building commis-
sioner, board of health, commissioner of public
works, (engineering division) planning board and
conservation commission for their recommenda-
tions to the board of appeals.

(c) No building permit shall be issued by the
department of code and inspections if there is an
appeal from the building commissioner’s adverse
decision, section 31-50(8), until and unless the
board of appeals has granted a variance under
these regulations and restrictions.

Sec. 31-52. Same—Grant by board of appeals;
required conditions of grant.

The board of appeals may grant a variance from
the floodplain district regulations under this sec-
tion only if it finds that the proposed develop-
ment and/or construction will not adversely affect
the public health or safety, or endanger the health,
safety or welfare of the occupants of the land in
the floodplain district (see section 31-47), all in
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accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chap-
ter 40A, and the state building code requirements.
In its consideration of any application for a vari-
ance under this section, but without limiting the
generality of the foregoing, the board of appeals
shall absolutely not relax the minimum conditions
stated in the variance policy attached hereto and
made a part hereof.

Sec. 31-53. Health regulations pertaining to
the floodplain district.

The board of health, in all cases, in reviewing
all proposed water and sewer facilities to be lo-
cated in the floodplain district established under
the zoning code shall require that:

(1) New and replacement water supply systems
and connections therewith, shall be designed
to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood-
waters into the systems.

(2) New and replacement sanitary sewage sys-
tems and connections therewith, shall be
designed to minimize or eliminate infiltra-
tion of floodwaters into the systems and

discharges from the systems into floodwaters.

Backwater valves shall be installed in all
new sewer connections below base flood
elevation.

(3)

Sec. 31-54. Federal flood insurance study.

For the purpose of clarification of any section
contained under the floodplain district regulations,
reference shall be made to the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development, Federal In-
surance Administration, Flood Insurance Study
pamphlet, which study is herein incorporated and
attached hereto. Reference to this pamphlet shall
be made for clarification whenever possible.

Variance Policy

FIA regards the 100-year frequency flood stan-
dard as essential to assure reasonable protection
to future construction. At the same time, we do
recognize the need to permit variances from this
standard in particular cases, primarily within areas
that are almost entirely developed. However, it
must be noted that since the use of such a vari-
ance results in expensive actuarial flood insur-
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ance rates, it may subject the property owner to a
financial penalty that over the years could be far
in excess of the one-time cost of elevating. This
likelihood cannot be overemphasized; actuarial
flood insurance rates increase sharply for each
foot a structure falls short of the 100-year level.

FTA does not set forth absolute criteria for grant-
ing variances. The community, after examining
the applicant’s hardships, will approve or disap-
prove a request. While the granting of variances
generally is limited to a lot size less than one-half

LOWELL CITY CODE

sufficient cause, (i) a determination that
failure to grant the variance would result
in exceptional hardship to the applicant,
and (ii1) a determination that the variance
issuance will not result in increased flood
heights, additional threats to public safety,
extraordinary public expense, create nui-
sances, cause fraud on or victimization of
the public, or conflict with existing local
laws or ordinances.

(5)

Variances may only be issued upon a de-

acre, deviations from that limitation may occur.
However, as the lot size increases beyond the one-
half acre, the justification for a variance issuance
should significantly decrease. In all circumstances,
FIA may review a community’s justification for
granting a variance and, if the community’s evi-
dence of unusual hardship or just and sufficient
cause is found wanting through a pattern of vari-
ance issuances inconsistent with the objectives of
sound floodplain management, we may institute
suspensive action. Procedures for the granting of
variances by a community are as follows:

(1) Variances shall not be issued by a commu-
nity for any new construction, substantial
improvement, or other development in a
designated floodway which would result in
any increase in flood heights within the
community during the recurrence of the
100-year flood discharge.

(2) Variances may be issued by a community,
without regard to the procedures set forth
in paragraphs (3), (4), (6), (6) and (7) of this
section, for the reconstruction or restora-
tion of structures listed on the National
Register of Historic Places or a state in-

ventory of historic places.

(8) Variances may be issued by a community,
in conformance with the procedures of para-
graphs (4), (5), (6) and (7) of this section, for
new construction to be erected on a lot of
one-half acre or less in size, contiguous to
and surrounded on all sides by lots with
existing structures constructed below the

flood protection elevation.

4)

Variances shall not be issued by a commu-
nity except upon (i) a showing of good and
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termination that the variance shall be the
minimum necessary to afford relief.

(6) A community must notify the applicant that
the issuance of a variance to locate a struc-
ture at an elevation below the 100-year
flood level will result in increased actuar-

ial rates for flood insurance coverage.

(7) A community must (i) include, within its
annual report submitted to the administra-
tor, the number of variances issued, and (i1)
maintain a record of all variances granted,

including justification for their issuance.

ARTICLE VI. PLANNED UNIT
DEVELOPMENT-INSTITUTIONAL (PD-I)

Sec. 31-55. Purpose of article.

This article will establish within this chapter a
new zoning district to be called “Planned Unit
Development—Institutional (PD-I),” the purpose
of which is to promote the economical and effi-
cient use of land, an improved level of physical
amenities, appropriate and harmonious physical
development, creative and imaginative design and
the overall improvement of the urban environ-
ment for the welfare of the entire community.
More specifically, this article is intended to pro-
mote and encourage the planned and orderly de-
velopment and expansion of educational institu-
tions and acute medical care facilities.
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Sec. 31-56. Qualifications required for PD-I

zoning.

To qualify for PD-I zoning, the following speci-
fications must be satisfied:

1)

@

3)

4)

(5)

The institution must be:

a. A licensed acute care hospital facility,
providing medical care and treatment
to the sick, aged or crippled.

Any proposed planned development shall
contain not less than five (5) contiguous
acres adjacent to the existing institution.

The institution shall have a comprehensive
development plan for the entire zone, to
include all sanitary facilities as required
by the health and building codes of the
city, and shall be designed, constructed and
maintained in accordance with the statutes,
ordinances and regulations of the city and
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Such a comprehensive development plan
must be submitted to the planning board
for its approval and be in accord with the
stated or implied development objectives
as listed in approved planning reports and
studies of the city. Such approval is required
prior to the issuance of a permit to build.

Financing for the development is guaranteed.

Sec. 31-57. Use regulations.

The following described primary and auxiliary
uses [are] to be allowed in the PD-I zone:

oy

Primary uses:

a. An acute hospital care facility which
provides accommodations and services
for the observation, diagnosis and care
of individuals suffering from illness,
injury, deformity or abnormality, or from
any condition requiring obstetrical, med-
ical or surgical services. This article
requires that the facility must be ca-
pable of providing such services for a
minimum of one hundred fifty (150)
individuals for periods of not less than
twenty-four (24) hours.
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(2) Accessory uses. All commercial uses are o
be excluded from PD-1 zones. The follow-
ing accessory uses will be permitted acces-
sory uses in such districts:

a. Gift shops oriented to hospital patients
and visitors;

b. Cafeteria and food services designed to
serve hospital or educational institu-
tional employees, students and visitors;

c. Bookstores oriented to students and fac-
ulty of educational institutions;

d. Educational or medical research facili-
ties, either publicly or privately financed;

e. Professional services necessary to pro-
vide complete medical or educational
facilities for the exclusive use and in
connection with the primary use and
not competing with businesses in the
adjacent neighborhood;

f.  Dormitories and residences for students,
nurses and other staff members of the
institution;

g. Parking structures for the accommoda-
tion of patients, employees, visitors and
students of the institution;

h. Development of open spaces for passive
and active recreation, and gymnasiums
and sports facility [facilities] as elements
of the educational or rehabilitation pro-
gram of the institution;

i. Extended care facilities as defined by
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Department of Public Health.

Sec. 31-58. Setback, landscaping, open space,
parking, etc., standards.

(a) The development may harmonize with ex-
isting adjacent land uses and not interfere with
the privacy and amenity of adjacent properties.
To achieve these objectives, the following dimen-
sional requirements may be met:

(1) Setback requirements: A minimum fifteen-
foot setback may be provided on all exte-
rior lot lines for structures up to five (5)
stories or fifty (50) feet in height, a twenty-
foot setback may be provided on structures
housing six (6) and seven (7) stories and a
thirty-foot setback may be provided on struc-
tures with eight (8) or more stories.
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(b) Adequate provision for landscape, site, de-
sign and style may be incorporated in the project
plan. To achieve these objectives, the following
minimum requirements may be met:

(1) Screening: All undesirable visual elements
may be properly screened including, but
not limited to the following:

Trash storage—Solid screening required,
Open storage—Solid‘screening required;
Utility equipment and structures;

LOWELL CITY CODE

(1) A description and map of the area to be
rezoned, showing existing land use and
zoning;

@)

Proof of title to or agreement to purchase
all property in the area;

(3) A comprehensive plan for the institution
showing perspectives, elevations and ren-
derings to explain the physical aspects of
the plan. Architectural plans of individual

buildings should also be included;

Parking-as-required-in-this-chapter-

(2) Landscaping: Ten (10) percent of required
parking spaces may be required for land-
scaping. Such landscaping may be distri-
buted evenly throughout the entire park-
ing area. This landscaping requirement is

in addition to the parking requirement.

(c) Land within this district may be subdivid-
ed, but consistent with this original approved plan.
Density and intensity may be determined by the
percent of useable open space within the zone. To
achieve these objectives, the following minimum
requirements may be met:

(1) Useable open space may be ten (10) percent
of lot area.

(d) All structures may have vehicular access to
a public street and parking requirements for res-
idential uses may be one and one-half (1) stalls
per dwelling unit; for public assembly, may be
one (1) stall per eight (8) seats; for institutional,
may be one (1) stall for each one thousand (1,000)
square feet of gross floor area; for retail and office
use, one (1) stall for each five hundred (500) square
feet of gross floor area on ground floor and one (1)
stall for each one thousand (1,000) square feet on
other levels and other requirements as outlined
in this chapter may apply.

(e) Height and bulk restrictions may relate to
the design and relationship of structures to the
environment.

Sec. 31-59. Rezoning procedure.

(a) Prior to the granting of a PD-1 zone, the
applicant must submit to the planning board, with
copies to the buildings department, the following:

(4) A'plan for utilities, transportation and safety

facilities for project area;
®)
6

Proof of availability of financing for project;

A written notarized statement by the legal
applicant stating that such comprehensive
plan will be adhered to and will not be
modified without prior approval of the plan-
ning board;

(7) An application shall be considered “not sub-
mitted” until all the items outlined above
are in the hands of the planning board.
The planning board, thereafter, shall hold
a public hearing on the matter as outlined
in Chapter 40A, section 6 of the Massachu-
setts General Laws, as amended. The ap-
plicant is required to notify organized and
recognized citizen groups in adjacent areas
to the proposed development, if any, at the
time of original application, to amendment
thereafter.

(b) Upon approval of material submitted under
subsection (a) of this section, the planning board
will make their [its] recommendation to the city
council. Upon approval of the zone change by the
city council, the applicant then follows regular
procedures to obtain a building permit as detailed
in section 31-56 and in accordance with other
applicable legal requirements. Detailed site plans
and architectural plans will be submitted in ac-
cordance with zoning and subdivision laws.

Sec. 31-60. Severability of articles.

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the
city council that the actions, paragraphs, senten-
ces, clauses and phrases of this ordinance are
severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence,
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paragraph or section of this ordinance shall be
declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by
the valid judgment or decree of a court of compe-
tent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or in-
validity shall not affect any of the remaining phras-
es, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of
this ordinance.

All provisions of the Code of the City of Lowell, as
amended, which are not inconsistent with this
ordinance shall continue in effect, but all provi-
sions of said Code inconsistent herewith are repealed.

This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage
according to the provisions of Chapter 43 of the
General Laws, as amended.

This is to attest the foregoing is a true copy of the
zoning code of the City of Lowell in effect on
October 25, 1982

/s/
WILLIAM F. BUSBY, CITY CLERK
LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS

1993
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Districtuses .......................
Enumerated .......................
Established .................... ...
Floodplain district regulations. See herein
that subject
Planned unit development—institutional
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Table of use regulations . .............
Enforcement of provisions .. ............
Floodplain district regulations
Applicability ......................
Board of appeals
Variances grantedby ..............
Definitions .................... ...
Federal flood insurance study .........
Floodplain district
Development regulations
Variances ..............oeniunn
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Purpose ...... ...t
Variances ............oiiiiniaia
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Health regulations
Floodplain district requirements . . . .. ..
Height regulations
Heightexceptions . ..................
Mumination . ................ ... .. 0.
Inspector )
Rightofentry ......... ... ... ... ..
Insurance i
Federal flood insurance study .........
Licenses and permits
Applications for permit .
Filing of plans, specifications, etc., with .
Certificate of occupancy ..............
Compliance with provisions . . .........
Permits issued prior to amendment of
provisions
Constructionunder ................
Refusal of permit
Reasons to be stated in writing . . ... ..
Specialpermits . ......... ... ... ...,
Loading. See herein: Off-Street Parking and
Loading
Lots
Lotareaandwidth ..................
Lot frontage .......... e
Reductionoflotarea.................
Lowell zoning code
Amendment procedure . ..............
Applicability .............. ... ... ..
Definitions for interpreting ...........
Effect on covenants, agreements, efc. . ..
Enforcement ................. .. ...
Interpretation and application ........
Penaltyforviolation . ................
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311
315

31-27
314
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Proceedings to prevent, correct, etc., . : Planned unit development—institutional
violations ...................... 31-28 (PD-1) district ....... RN 31-57
CPurposes . ... . 31-2 Table of use regulations .............. 31-32
Titlecited .......... ... .. ... .. ..... 31-0 Variances ... ....... ... 31-16
Violations ......................... 31-28 Floodplain district variances .......... 31-51, 31-52
Map. See herein: Zoning Map Violations . :
Nonconforming use Penalty ........................... 31-30
Business or industrial district Proceedings to prevent, correct, etc. . ... © - 3128
Alteration, enlargement, ete. . ....... 31-13 Words, phrases and definitions . ......... 31-1
Nonconforming uses . Yards and open spaces
Nonconforming uses, buildings, etc. .. .. 31-20 Dimensional requirements ........... 31-38, 31-39
Off-street parking and loading Reductionoflotarea ................. 31-19
Intent and application of loading require- See herein: Lots
ments ......... ...t 31-43 Zoning code. See herein: Lowell Zoning Code
Intent and application of parking require- Zoning map
ments ............. ..., 31-40 District boundaries ................. 317
Location and layout of loading facilities . 31-45 List of amendments ................. 31-8
Location and layout of parking facilities . 31-42 Procedure foramending .............. 31-17
Table of loading requirements . ........ 31-44
Table of parking requirements ........ 3141
Official map. See herein: Zoning Map :
Open spaces. See herein: Yards and Open
Spaces
Ordinance. See herein: Lowell Zoning Code
Outdoor advertising
Signs. See herein that subject
Parking. See herein: Off-Street Parking and
Loading
Permits. See herein: Licenses and Permits
Planned unit development—institutional
(PD-1)
Landscaping . ..............oo..... 31-58
Open space ...........coviueuinnn.. 31-58
Parking, etc., standards .............. 31-58
Purpose ...... .. ... . Ll 31-55
Qualifications required for PD-1 zoning . 31-56
Rezoning procedures ................ 31-59
Setbacks ............. ... ... ... 31-58
Severability ....................... 31-60
Use regulations .................... 31-56
Provisions. See herein: Lowell Zoning Code
Removalofmaterial ................... 31-25
Rezoning
Planned unit development, etc,. district . 31-59
Right of entry of inspector of buildings . . .. 31-29
Rules of construction . ................. 31-1
Severability
Severability of articles . .............. 31-60 W
Signs ... 31-22
Nlumination ....................... 31-23
Removalof material ................. 31-25
Special permits ...................... 31-15
See herein: Licenses and Permits
Transition requirements .............., 31-24
Uses
Applicability of provisions to existing uses,
etc. ... 31-18
Districtuses ....................... 31-31
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