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Thank you for signing up for the OSRP Newsletter! The City of Lowell Department of
Planning & Development is updating the Open Space & Recreation Plan. This Plan is an
important document created in collaboration with the community to identify and prioritize
needed park and open space improvements. The City is required to update its OSRP every
10 years to maintain eligibility for state grants to fund open space improvement projects. The
newsletter is how we will share information about upcoming community engagement events,
volunteer opportunities, and other ways to get involved. We will also be sharing back the

feedback we gather along the way.

Geft Involved!

The wait is over... the Lowell Park Assessment Form is now live;
Join the Lowell 2025 Park Count!

Collect data on your local park/s to help prioritize the next 10 years of
open space improvement projects! Tap the link to access the Park
Assessment Form. Head to your favorite nearby park and the form will
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guide you through the assessment process. A park assessment typically
takes 30-60 minutes depending on the size of the park. Questions about
the form? Reach out to openspace@lowellma.gov or come to one of our
upcoming events for in-person support.

Interested in having the OSRP Mobile Engagement Station at your event? Reach out to

openspace@lowellma.gov.



LOWELL 2025
PARK COUNT TOUR

o NPS Maintenance Lot 9 Shedd Park
South Common 9 McPherson Park

e Mill City Graws Farm a Callery Park




Visit the OSRP Digital Engagement Station. This is your one-stop-shop
for all things OSRP-related. You can learn more about the OSRP,
participate in the quick survey, and download the OSRP Coloring Book
and Park libs. A Deep Dive Survey link will be added soon!

Get In Touch!

Email Hotline:

openspace@lowellma.gov
You may write to us in any language!
Phone Hotline:

978 - 674 - 4225

You may leave us a voice message in any language!

Digital Engagement Station:

https://tinyurl.com/37a2y2n9

Mobile Engagement Station:

Coming Soon to a Park Near You!

Calendar of Events




2025 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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We’ve been listening!

e 3/29/2025 OSRP at Mill City Skill Share at Western Ave Arts Studio
e 4/5/2025 OSRP at Lowell Volunteer Fest

e 4/22/2025 OSRP at UMass Lowell Eco Fest

e 4/24/2025 OSRP at Mill City Grows Plant Sale

e 5/28/2025 OSRP CBO Focus Group with Nature Everywhere

e 7/10/2025 OSRP Senior Open Space Focus Group

e 7/19/2025 OSRP Park Count Tour Kick-off with Lowell Litter Krewe

Here’'s some of what we’ve heard from over 160 residents so far:

Poll Results |
WHAT PARK IMPROVEMENTS SHOULD THE CITY
PRIORITIZE IN THE NEXT TEN YEARS?

Safety and
Lighting

Accessibility
and Inclusivity 5

Climate
Resilience and
Education

Arts and
Cultural
Programming

Sports and
Recreational
Programming

0 4 8 2 16

60

Participants
as of 7/18/2025

20

Mobile Engagement Station | Interactive Board
Combined Results



“It would be great to have some tennis
courts converted to or lined for
pickleball in the Highlands.”

“At Callery Park [the rubber safety
surface] is too dark! Kids don’t play on it
when it’s hot out.”



Total Community Park Budget per Amenity:

Playgrounds + il
Splash Pads 7

Concessions + e .
Restrooms
Accessibility “

[ 3

Green X
Infrastructure

Furnishings

Resilient
Landscaping

Trea Planting

Signage

Exercise
Equipment

£0 $1000  $2000

$3000

$4000

34

Participants
as of 7/19/2025

$5000  $6000  $7000

$8000

Mobile Engagement Station | Park Budget Card Game

Combined Results

“I would like a senior playground to
include exercise equipment, hopscotch
for balance, and built-in chess boards.”
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Senior Playground Visual Preference Survey Results

ACCSSS what would be your preferred way to get to a senior playground?

Drive or Ride
Share

Public Trans-
portation

walk or Bike

15

Participants
- asof 7/10/2025

Exercise

Exercise Only

Play Only

Exercise and
Play

ild you be more likely to use a playground design for exercise, play, or a both?




Senior Playground Visual Preference Survey Results

designed for all

All Ages [
Intergenera-
tional

Seniors Only

A Mix of
Areas for All
Ages and
Just Seniors

; is of mnfea&s

PhYSJ'CQ| SkI”'BUHang wWhat type of physical skills would you mos




Senior Playground Visual Preference Survey Results

CCJgflI hve‘ Sk” |-BUHdi ng ‘what type of cognitive skills would you maost like to work on..?

15

Participants
as of 7/10/2025

Learning

Site Furnish-
ings (Bench-
es, Picnic
Tables..)

Shade (A
Shade Struc- i
tureorTree  FEEH
Cover)

Convenient
Parking and
Accessible
Paths

OSRP Project Highlight

An abandoned 1940s WPA pool discovered under the skate park at
Clemente Park! During excavation for the Clemente Park improvement
project, contractors discovered an old pool and the foundation of a
building that contained locker rooms. The Lowell Historic Board did some
digging and discovered that it was part of a 1940 Works Progress
Administration project to build 3 new City pools. The only pool that was
actually completed was the one at O’Donnell Park, which is now a splash
pad. You never know what you’re going to find when you dig in Lowell!



Excavation is now complete, and the site is starting to take shape! The
upgraded park will feature 8 new volleyball courts, a new basketball court,
a new universally accessible playground, and a large circular event space
for festivals and programs in the park. Construction is expected to be
complete in November 2025.

Above: Remnants of the abandoned pool at Clemente Park discovered
during construction.

Below: An image of the pool under construction from a 1941 Lowell Sun
article.
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POOL-TO-BE AT WASHINGTON PARK—This spacious and deep swimming pool is under con.|
struction at Washington park, and is big enough to give summer heat relief o many. It still has|:
a good way to go before completion.

Below: A 1947 Lowell Sun article indicating the pool at Clemente Park
(formerly Washington Park) was never completed).
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\we've rarely heard of a swimmer

‘| youngsters who fail to realize the
-tdanger of bolng so close to deep

Swimming in the canals of the|
city has been forbidden, but we
noticed boys enjoying this form
of recreation last Monday using
the canal bridge on Aiken street
Ior jumping-oif purposes. While

drowning in one of our canals,
the npraclice - certainly attracts

water. It's really too bad this!®

city isn't “swimming pool {:EI]'I-!I

-|this project, thus giving a comit
.|eested section of the city a place;,

sciaus.” We have a fine pool on
'the O'Dannell playpground and a

duplicate of this one at.Wash-
ington park. The trouhble 15, the
Washington park unit was never
completed. It might be a good
idea to study the cost of finishing |
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Ior youngsters™to cool off safely I

‘land to prevent possible drown.
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A rendering of the new playground under construction at Clemente Park.
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